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WHY FAMILY HISTORY? 

The Family Can Be Eternal 

 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints emphasizes the importance of family relationships.  We 

believe that families can be united in the most sacred of all human relationships – as husband and wife and as 
parents and children – in a way not limited by death. 

 
The Savior told Peter, “And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou 

shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” 
(Matthew 16:19).  Through priesthood authority from God, marriages are performed in temples.  Those 
marriages can endure throughout this life and for all eternity.  In addition, children are “sealed” to their parents, 
providing opportunities to become eternal families.  To share these blessings with our deceased ancestors, we 
also perform marriages and sealings in their behalf should they chose to accept them in the next life. 

 
We believe that life on earth is part of an eternal existence that began long before we were born, when we 

lived with God as His spirit children.  We came to earth to be tested, to show whether we would obey God’s 
commandments.  At death, our spirits leave our bodies and go to a spirit world, where we continue to learn and 
progress.  We retain our individual personalities and our ability to choose. 

 
 
 

ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH THE ATONEMENT OF JESUS CHRIST IS 

OFFERED TO ALL 

 

Our Father in Heaven provides the opportunity for each of His children to continue sacred family 
relationships after this life.  For that purpose: 

 
� God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to teach us how to return to Him and receive eternal life. 

 
� All will be resurrected through the Atonement of Jesus Christ. 

 
� Eternal life will be given to all that accept His teachings, obey His commandments, and receive the 

necessary ordinances through the priesthood. 
 

� Those who do not hear the Savior’s teachings on earth will have the opportunity to do so after this life. 
 

� Those who accept the Savior’s teachings after this life need the earthly ordinances of baptism and 
eternal marriage (see John 3:5 & 1 Corinthians 15:29). 

 
� Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints identify their ancestors to ensure that the 

essential ordinances are performed in their behalf in sacred temples. 
 

� Ancestors for whom the ordinances are performed are free to choose whether they accept these 
ordinances. 

 
A member of the teaching staff or the full-time missionaries (they can be identified by a pocket nametag) on 

site will provide a means for you to obtain further understanding of these vital truths.   
 
Should you later have questions, you can obtain answers or assistance with the research of your ancestors by 

contacting church representatives at any of the following numbers: 
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FAMILY HISTORY AND CHURCH INFORMATION CONTACTS 

 

 

If you have questions about the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints or its 

Family History activities.  Call the church representatives nearest you: 
 
 
 
Beavercreek 
(937) 369-5158 
 
Centerville 
(937) 369-5158 
 
Dayton 1st 
(937) 304-3978 
 
Dayton (Spanish) 
(937) 304-2557 
 
Eaton 
(937) 733-9242 
 
Englewood 
(937) 248-5537 

Greenville 
(937)  548-2140 
 
Fairborn 
(937) 304-6575 
 
Fairfield 
(937) 578-2158 
 
Huber Heights 
(937) 304-3688 
 
Kettering 
(937) 304-3229 
 
Miamisburg 
(937) 204-8413 

Middletown 
(937) 571-4301 
 
Piqua 
(937) 524-1753 
 
Springboro 
(937) 360-3216 
 
Springfield 
(937) 360-3281 
 
Xenia 
(937) 532-3286 
 
Columbus Ohio Mission 
(614) 776-6357 

 
Cincinnati Ohio Mission 
(513) 947-9863 
 
 
 
FAMILY HISTORY CENTERS: 

 
Centerville Family History Library 
901 East Whipp Road 
Centerville, Ohio 
Phone:  937-435-5690 

 

Englewood Family History Library 
1500 Shiloh Springs Road  
Englewood, Ohio 
Phone:  937 – 854 - 4566 

 
Fairborn Family History Library 
3060 Terry Drive 
Fairborn, Ohio 
Phone:  937 - 878 – 9551 

 

Middletown Family History Library 
4930 Central Avenue 
Middletown, Ohio 
Phone:  513 - 423 - 9642 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
 

We offer our thanks to the Teachers, Organizing Committee, the Columbus Ohio Mission, and Support 
Staff for making the 2015 Family History Jamboree a success.  As you meet these people during the day, 
let them know you appreciate their efforts 
 
 

Instructor Class Title(s) 

  

Roots Tech Video 
Presentation from          
Salt Lake City 

Family History on The Go 
FamilySearch Family Tree Now and in the Future 

What's New at FamilySearch 

Building a Genealogy Research Toolbox 
FamilySearch Indexing: It's a Whole New World! 
Tracing your British and Irish Roots with findmypast 
 

 Michael Garrambone   Italian Translation: Having Fun and Busting the Code 
Latin Records Research 
Fundamental Mysteries Part I 
 

Peggy Lauritzen  Following the Money Using Tax Records 
Let's Leave 'em Something to Talk About 
Migration Trails to the Ohio 
The Watchfires of a Hundred Circling Camps 
 

Stephen McDonald Beginning DNA and Genealogy 
Involving the Whole Family in Family History Work 
Causes of Death: How to Read Death Certificates 
 

Dana Palmer  Advanced Search Strategies at Family Search 
Busting Through Brick Walls by Using County Boundaries 
Tricks for Successful Census Searches at Ancestry.com 
 

James Phillabaum  
 
 
Amie Tennant 

Beginning Genealogy 
Military Records 
 
Have You Seen Me?: Missing Children and Proof of Parentage 
Finding Michael Knoop : Genealogy in the Early 1800's 
 

Anne Wachs Genealogy at Your Local Library 
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ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
 

 

 

Name Responsibility 
 
Clifford L Alexander Stake Presidency Representative 
 
Brent Erickson High Council Coordinator 
 
Milt Rhynard Administrative Organizer 
 
Dan Smith Equipment 
 Missionary Coordination 
 Site Set-Up and Take Down 
 
Mike Fauber On-Line Registration 
 Technical Support 
 
Rachel Fauber Mail-In Registration 
 
 Teacher's Lounge / Site Support Coordinator 
 
David Fauber Curriculum / Teacher Assignment 
 
 Public Affairs / Publicity 
 
Jared Astin Lunch Coordinator 
 
 Primary Artwork 
  
 
 
Special thanks to the many Elder and Sister Missionaries, Young Men and Young Women’s 
Organizations, Primary Children, and others (too numerous to mention) that helped as Hall Guides, 
Teachers Assistants, Lunch Servers, Clean up and the other behind the scenes activities that made the 
Jamboree possible. 
 
We offer a special Thank You to all the attendees current and previous that helped with 

publicity by forwarding our flyer to others and posting on countless bulletin boards and other 

public access areas. 
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STUDENT MATERIALS LISTING 
 

No. Class Title Instructor Page 
 

1. Italian Translation: Having Fun and Busting Michael W. Garrambone 1 

 the Code 

Oh yes, it's been awhile, but it is time again to put down that meatball and get back to 
uncovering those treasures you possess about your Italian ancestors. This light hearted 
presentation will show you how to obtain and crack the code on various Italian records that 
are “out there” for your viewing pleasure. We begin with a key word refresher and then 
point out some readily available online sources. Next we examine important aspects of 
Birth-Marriage-Death records and highlight some juicy notifications and supplements. 
Prepare to walk away with terrific document examples, family insights, penmanship ideas 
and a greater ability to do your own translations—all while negotiating a cannoli.. 

 

2. Latin Records Research Michael W. Garrambone 36 
 

We all know a time comes when the research record trail gets cold, or worse yet, dries out at 
the starting dates of those civil (native-language, that is the French, Italian, German, etc) 
records you have already found. For those who have information void, or need those “older 
accounts,” the lure of finding and reading Latin Records has already called to you. Initially 
Latin Records appear strange and scary, but with a little investigative spirit you can enjoy 
learning about family members further back through “the ages” using these religious and 
other legal documents. If Latin Records are part of your research, come to this presentation 
for help to learn some basic vocabulary, acronyms, styles of writing, geography, and many 
interesting facets of these special records. We will talk about sources and things to know, and 
will show you plenty of examples so you can pick up the trail, and if you like, venture back 
to times before “Columbus.” 

 

3. Fundamental Mysteries Part I Michael W. Garrambone 48 
 

All genealogists know that there are some fundamental pieces of research knowledge that 
they learned along the way to help them make their most wonderful finds. These ideas are so 
simple that they are almost always over looked, but in fact were the thoughts that made 
tremendous contributions to their searches for their ancestors. This presentation is about 
those wonderful yet very simple ideas. In a storyteller fashion, you will hear about those 
enlightened thoughts that everyone needs to know and the hidden quirks that provided those 
wonderful break-throughs that we all embrace as family history researchers. No smoke, no 
mirrors, just fundamental mysteries and amazing discoveries for you to learn about and 
enjoy. 

 

4. Following the Money Using Tax Records Peggy Lauritzen, AG 82 
 
Not unlike today, our ancestors were taxed on every turn. Tax records can provide a unique 
insight into their lives, possessions and coming of age. Tax records are widely available 
throughout the historical blueprint of our ancestors’ lives. Let’s look at some ways they can 
help us. 
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5. Let's Leave 'em Something to Talk About Peggy Lauritzen, AG 86 
 

This lecture focuses on important techniques used in interviewing our living relatives who 
may be a bit skittish in talking about the past. It also encourages us to leave a legacy for our 
own posterity that will make it just a bit easier for them to find us. What we would give to 
be able to find letters, journals, diaries, pictures from our ancestors. Those that are still may 
need some “memory jogs” to help them remember events from their own lives and the 
history they may have locked inside. A charge to leave our own story concludes this lecture 
and includes several different ways to do it. 
 

6. Migration Trails to the Ohio Peggy Lauritzen, AG 90 

This lecture will focus on different groups that migrated to the newly-formed Ohio country 
and how the land was divided up as people began to settle. We will study these trails, as well 
as circumstances that brought people here. “Ohio fever” brought people to this western 
frontier state in droves. The division of the land became a pattern for most of the other land 
areas in the United States.  
 

7. The Watchfires of a Hundred Circling Camps Peggy Lauritzen, AG 94 

America's Civil War became one of the darkest times in our nation's history. However, the 
records produced from this war can open up the life of our soldiers, and their families. Though 
impossible to cover all aspects of the war, this presentation will concentrate on information 
gleaned from a soldier's pension file, and the second family that came to light. 
 

8. Beginning DNA and Genealogy Stephen D McDonald, MD, FACP 98 

Genealogical DNA testing has great potential to help solve many difficult family history 
dilemmas. It is however important to realize what DNA testing can and can’t do. A brief 
introduction to the terminology of genetics will provide the genealogist a background to make 
decisions about whether it would be helpful for one's own genealogy dilemmas. The three 
types of testing most used in genealogical research Y-DNA analysis, mt DNA analysis, and 
the new autosomal DNA tests will be explored. A few case studies will illustrate the important 
points of the session. 
 

9. Involving the Whole Family Stephen D McDonald, MD, FACP 101 

  in Family History Work 

Recent research explores the positive use of family history in the well-being of family 
members. The importance of involving children, teenagers, young adults, parents and 
grandparents in family history work will be explored. Examples for involving each of these age 
groups will be discussed. 
 

10. Causes of Death: Stephen D McDonald, MD, FACP 104  
How to Read Death Certificates 

Ague, consumption, black water fever, cholera: What do these terms mean? Can understanding 
the cause of death help in research and understanding the lives of our ancestors? Death 
certificates, cause of death, life expectancy, epidemics and medical terms will be discussed. 
Bring examples or problems from your own research and lets see what we can find out. 
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11. Advanced Search Strategies at Family Search Dana Palmer, CG 110 

Learn how to use advanced search techniques to find your elusive ancestors in the historical 
records at www.familysearch.org 

12. Busting Through Brick Walls by Dana Palmer, CG 113 

Using County Boundaries 

Learn how to find your ancestors' land, court and census records even thought the 
boundaries may have changed. Online historical maps will also be shown. 
 

13. Tricks for Successful Census Searches Dana Palmer, CG 117 

at Ancestry.com 

Learn useful tricks and tips to find those elusive ancestors in online census records 

14. Beginning Genealogy James Phillabaum 123 

Where do you start? What records can help you? Where are these records located? These are 
some of the questions we will answer. We will explore Original Records, Compiled 
Records, and Background Material. We will touch on Census Records, Probate Records, 
Migration Patterns, etc. 

15. Military Records James Phillabaum 124 

We will learn of the many places one may look to access military records. Many of these are 
free. We will talk about records from before the Revolutionary War to the present. Also 
discussed will be destroyed records and records stored at thee state and levels. How do you 
restore records, get medals re-issued and other benefits.. 

16. Have You Seen Me?: Amie R.Tennant 128 

Missing Children and Proof of Parentage 

A lecture on how to find out if any of your families have children that you missed. Using 
several different types of records to locate names of children or to verify parents. We will 
also discuss briefly how to use indirect evidence to support a theory of parentage.. 

17. Finding Michael Knoop : Amie R.Tennant 129 

Genealogy in the Early 1800's 

Using American records to trace Michael Knoop to his New Brunswick birthplace and 
finding his family members along the way. Emphasis on thorough research of American 
records such as naturalization and probate before you "jump the pond". Lastly, we will 
discuss the possible difficulties in finding a passenger list for your targeted ancestor.. 
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18. Genealogy at Your Local Library Anne Wachs 131 

Discover what your local library has! Using Washington-Centerville Public Library’s 
resources as an example, see what you can find with just a simple library card. Subscription 
databases such as Ancestry Library Edition, World Vital Records and Fold3 are available, 
and a local librarian can help you with search tips and strategies to get the most from your 
online searching. Resources from other Ohio libraries will also be included.. 

19. Family History on The Go RootsTech Video 141 

Too busy to do family history? Use tablets and phones to get family history work done 
while on the go.. 

20. FamilySearch Family Tree RootsTech Video 142 

Now and in the Future 

This class will give an update on the current status of Family Tree and its latest features. 
Additionally, this session will discuss the new features planned for Family Tree. Come and 
help FamilySearch know what new features you want.. 

21. What's New at FamilySearch RootsTech Video 143 

What are the latest tools from FamilySearch, and how do I use them? Come learn how to 
navigate familysearch.org and use the four main tabs at the top of the website. It's never 
been easier! 

22. Building a Genealogy Research Toolbox RootsTech Video 144 

Participants will learn not only some of the most important online resources for genealogical 
research, but also how to organize these resources into an easy-to-access and portable virtual 
toolbox.. 

23. FamilySearch Indexing: RootsTech Video 145 

It's a Whole New World! 

Scott Flinders, the FamilySearch indexing product manager, will give an overview of the 
powerful new features and volunteer opportunities in the new indexing program as well as a 
sneak peek at even more exciting features that are in the works... 

24. Tracing your British and Irish Roots RootsTech Video 146 

with findmypast 

This presentation will introduce the key resources you need to get started with tracing your 
British and Irish ancestry, including censuses, civil registration, parish records, and census 
substitutes, as well as exploring the wealth of less obvious sources that could help unlock the 
lives of your ancestry across the pond and add color to your family tree. We will focus on the 
unrivaled collections available on findmypast and other essential UK resources, including new 
records that have been recently published from leading institutions, such as the National 
Archives, the British Library National Archives of Ireland, and many local archives, spanning 
over 600 years. This guide will include practical tips on searching to get the best out of the 
online resources and to help you find those elusive ancestors.! 
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25. Lunch 
 
There are no handouts for this favored break in the instruction day.  Two lunch periods are 
scheduled, during periods 3 and 4.  You may elect to take a 1 or 2 hour lunch during periods 3 
and/or 4.  If you desire, you may attend all day long without a lunch break.   
 
This year the sandwiches are again from SUBWAY and you can purchase additional 

components of the lunch if you desire added nutrition. 
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1. 
 

ITALIAN TRANSLATION: HAVING FUN AND BUSTING THE CODE 
 

Presented by 

 

Michael W. Garrambone 
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LATIN RECORDS RESEARCH 
 

Presented by 

 
Michael W. Garrambone 
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FUNDAMENTAL MYSTERIES PART I  
 

Presented by 
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4. 
 

FOLLOWING THE MONEY 

USING TAX RECORDS TO AGE AND PLACE OUR ANCESTORS 
 

Presented by 

 
Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG  

 

Some people avoid looking for ancestors in tax records because the list seems like just a bunch of 

names.  But, there is so much more…                                         Amy Johnson Crow 

 
Taxes are as old as civilization.  As long as there have been governments, there has been a need to 
finance them. 
 
Everyone pays taxes in one form or another, thereby creating records.  Those records can establish: 

• Location 

• Real estate 

• Personal possessions 

• Economic status 

• Occupation 

• Family relationships 

• Poll tax 

• Hearth and window tax 

• Excise tax 

• Income tax 

In many places, tax records precede civil registration.  And, they tend to be quite complete.  But, 
there was no single procedure for levying or collecting taxes – and no single procedure for tax 
records.  They are handwritten, and sometimes in poor condition, and are recorded in columns. 
Census records are used more, but they present the same problems: 

• Each decade brought changes to the types of information collected. 

• Each time, the forms were changed. 

• Instructions changed. 

• They were also handwritten. 

But, the advantages are: 

• They are usually alphabetized by the first letter of the surname. 

• Includes the number of adult males in the household. 

• Land designation. 

• Number of acres owned. 

• Valuable of taxable property. 

• Location of an ancestor in a specific place at a specific time. 

• Narrow the time period during which an individual first established residence in a specific 
location. 

• Confirm land ownership and acreage. 

• Find information about a landless ancestor. 
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• Identify men as they reached adulthood and begin to be taxed. 

• Establish an ancestor’s approximate year of death, based on the year his estate appears on tax 
rolls. 

• Estimate the wealth of an ancestor. 

• Use the information as a springboard to lead you to other valuable records. 

• Tax records are the best substitutes for census records. 
o The census taker came around every ten years and often missed people. 
o The tax collector came around every year and seldom missed anyone. 

Different types of taxes: 

• Land taxes 

• Property taxes 

• Federal taxes 

• Inheritance and estate taxes 

• Road orders 

• School taxes 

• Old age assistance tax 
 
Relationships may be found on a tax list: 

• John Collier (son of Aaron) 

Occupations may be found: 

• Valuable when trying to distinguish two men of the same name. 
     Levi Wheeler Cline (farmer) and Levi Wheeler Cline (storekeeper) 
If ancestors aren’t on the regular tax list...   Check the delinquent tax list! 

• May also find clues, such as “cannot be found” or “unable to work”. 
 
Migrations paths may also be determined. 

• Compare tax records for the same ancestor in two different locations. 

 
How do I begin? 

1. Gather basic information about your ancestor’s location and movements using available 
census records. 

2. Create a timeline. 
3. Research the formation dates of the counties you are researching. 

a. Start your research in the county as it was when your ancestor lived there. 
4. Check the availability of records. 

a. www.familysearch.org 
b. Local archives and genealogy societies. 
c. www.usgenweb.com 
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The Tax Process – Step-By-Step 
First step:  They compiled a list of taxpayers and their taxable property. 

• Virginia – head of household submitted a list of tithables (taxable individuals for whom he 
would pay taxes.) 

• Massachusetts – each household submitted a list of his personal and real property. 

• Maryland and South Carolina – required to submit the number of acres they owned, as well as 
a memorial (statement identifying former owners and how and when the current owner came 
into possession of the land).  Check the loose records in the manuscript collections. 

• If able to trace an ancestor through several years of tax records, you might see him progress 
from a young man (landless) who has reached the age of 21 to a landowner who is taxed on 
land and livestock, then to an older man who now on the tax rolls by men with the same 
surname who have reached age 21. 

o You might find a widow who is taxed on land and livestock left behind after her 
husband’s death and is paying estate taxes.  This can estimate birth/death. 

Second step:  Value the property in order to calculate the tax. 

• Most tax records you find are assessment records. 
o A list of the assets, their value, and sometimes the tax due on the assets. 

• New England and Mid-Atlantic colonies, tax assessors viewed land, dwellings, and livestock 
and rated the property. 

Third step:  Collect the tax. 

• There are few records of taxes paid, because receipts were given to the taxpayer. 

• Some assessment records with check marks indicate the tax was actually paid. 
o Sometimes, two tax lists for the same year may be found – an assessment list and a 

collection list. 

Fourth step:  List of tax defaulters – those who did not pay. 

• They may have moved to another county, were deceased, or over the taxable age limit for the 
poll tax. 

o The collector would make a list of defaulters and enter an explanation. 

*Never just rely on a published index!   

• They typically list the names of taxpayers alphabetically and don’t include any indication of 
relationships, taxable items, and amount of tax collected. 
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5. 
 

LET'S LEAVE 'EM SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT 
 

Presented by 

 
Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG 

 

Some say [journal keeping] is a great deal of trouble. But we should not call anything trouble 

which brings to pass good. I consider that portion of my life which has been spent in keeping 

journals and writing history to have been very profitably spent.” 

Wilford Woodruff 

. 
Start with a short list 

• Three things I want to get done today. 

• Five places I want to visit in my lifetime. 

• Ten goals for the coming year. 

• Three ways I like to play. 

• Seven people, places or things that make me smile. 

• Ten challenges I’ve overcome. 

• Three things that make me feel optimistic. 
 

Start with the simplest way 

• A great suggestion from FamilySearch is listed below:  “52 Questions in 52 Weeks” 

o If a person answers just 1 question a week for a year, they will have created a 

remarkable legacy of remembrance for their posterity.  

• Don’t expect to remember! 

o Carry a small calendar or notebook with you to record impressions, experiences, 
prayers, etc. that can be turned into a journal entry or blogpost. 

o Most thoughts and insights seem to come whenever they want – not when you’re 
sitting down with pen and paper or at your computer. 

Are you just plain stymied? 

• Memoir/Narrative: A combination of story and personal experience, memoirs and 
narratives do not need to be all-inclusive or objective. Memoirs usually focus on a 
specific episode or time period in the life of a single ancestor, while a narrative 
generally encompasses a group of ancestors. 

• Cookbook: Share your family's favorite recipes while writing about the people who 
created them. A fun project, family history cookbooks help carry on the family 
traditions of cooking and eating together. 

• Scrapbook or Album: If you're fortunate enough to have a large collection of family 
photos and memorabilia, a scrapbook or photo album can be a fun way to tell your 
family's story. Include your photos in chronological order and include stories, 
descriptions and family trees to complement the pictures. 
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Some ideas to consider 

 

� Why did your parents select your 
name?  Did you have a nickname? 

� How did your family come to live 
where you grew up? 

� What was your favorite toy? 

� Did you have chores? 

� Do you remember fads?  Clothing?  
Hairstyles? 

� What was your religion growing up? 

� What is on your ‘Bucket List’? 

� Can you remember any major world 
events? 

� Who was the oldest relative you 
remember as a child?  How were 
they related? 

� Is there a naming tradition in your 
family? 

� Are there any physical 
characteristics than run in your 
family? 

� What is one thing you want people 
to remember about you? 

� Tell your conversion story and put 
it into FamilySearch. 

 
Top 10 Stories Criteria: 

� the 10 stories you would most regret having left untold or recorded 

� events, memories or stories that taught you and impacted you the most 

� stories that came at a high price to learn 

� stories that could make a difference to your posterity facing those same challenges in 
their lives that you did 

� a story of your core beliefs 

� stories that explain why you made the choices you do 

� a story that still makes you laugh 

� a story that still makes you cry 

� a story that serves as a horrible warning 

� a story that inspires 

Once you have your ten stories, name your stories with  a 3 word phrase. Those 3 words will be 
a hook that will help you recall your stories later. For example, I have a story directing music in 
church, and my hook phrase is: music, directing, bracelet. That phrase will instantly take me 
back to that story and I can recall it vividly. 

1. List your top 10 stories 
2. Give each story a 3 word catch phrase that will help you recall it 
3. Begin recording your story. You can write it, blog it, video, audio record it – but get it 

recorded. 
4. Look for memorabilia and pictures that go with your story. 
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“Of all sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these, “It might have been”.” 
~ John Greenleaf Whittier 
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Blogging 

52 Questions in 52 Weeks:  https://familysearch.org/blog/en/52-questions-52-weeks/ 

Blog Writing Course:  http://blogwritingcourse.com/learn_to_blog/category/learning-to-blog/ 

Geneabloggers:  http://www.geneabloggers.com/ 

Get the Most From WordPress:  http://learn.wordpress.com/ 
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My own personal blog can be found at:  http://alwaysanxiouslyengaged.blogspot.com  I have 
used Blogger, which to me is one of the simplest ones to use. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

If you would like an electronic version of this syllabus with active hyperlinks, please email me:   
MissPeggy55@gmail.com 
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6. 
 

MIGRATION TRAILS TO THE OHIO 
 

Presented by 

 
Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG 

 
Study the roads and routes that often brought people to your family’s hometown.  Follow 

them eastward to identify locales where your ancestors might’ve paused, then check census 

and other records in those places.  Compare your family’s arrival date in each place with 

timelines of possible routes they traveled.  Consult histories of those routes and places, too.  

Even if they don’t name your family, you’ll get clues to how and from where settlers arrived 

in the area. 

David A. Fryxell,  Family Tree Magazine – March 2008 
 

Why did they travel? 

~More/better land; new horizons 
~Death of the patriarch in the family, which often meant that the family farm was inherited by the 
eldest brother.  The rest took their inheritances and went to find their own space. 
~Other relatives/former neighbors beckoned others to follow them to new location. 

~People would not have succeeded on their own. 
~Philadelphia was an English city.  Germans like to keep to themselves, speaking their own language 
and following their own customs and religion. 

~Example:  You’re from Germany and emigrate to Ohio.  You hear some Germans 
have gone or are going to Virginia.  So, you go.  Is Virginia like Germany?  No.  Most 
everyone is growing tobacco or peanuts.  You head back to Pennsylvania, but the 
frontier is opening up.  Indians have moved further west.  So, everyone heads to Ohio!  
Good farmland, nice and level, and the weather is just like home. 

 

Filling in the Ohio Frontier 

~Ohio’s population in 1810 (seven years after statehood) was 321,000. 
~The War of 1812 slowed growth, but afterward it surged to 581,000 in 1820 and 938,000 in 1830. 
~Newcomers came from many different geographical and social settings. 

~This contributed to Ohio’s diversity, which still exists. 
~“Ohio fever” was strongest in New England. Hard times resulted from British naval blockades that 
strangled the region’s commerce. 

~Farm land was scarce and expensive. 
~Taxes were high. 
~Young men and women were particularly affected. 

~To some, the last straw was 1816, “the year without a summer”.  
~Snow and freezing temperatures struck New England every month of the year.  (do a 
“google” search on this event) 
~Ohio’s moderate temperature looked pretty good. 

~Rich new land was to be had at a reasonable price. 
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~Many who had gone before wrote home raving about the soil, climate, size of crops 
(3’ long turnips, 14’ high cornstalks). 

~Most migrating New Englanders went to the Western Reserve. 
~The trip still took forty days of travel. 

~Through central New York State to the Lake Trail (Ridge Road) 
~Across Pennsylvania Road (old Forbes Road) to Pittsburgh, down the Ohio 
River, up the Beaver and Mahoning River to the Youngstown-Warren area. 

~Some young men made a solitary journey, larger number travelled in family groups 
with possessions packed in wagons, animals or own backs. 

~Having made this trip, few returned east. 
~South of Western Reserve and north of Seven Ranges were Congress Lands. 

~Small communities of New Jersey, Pennsylvania Germans and southern Quakers. 
~Pennsylvanians dominated postwar population. 

~Mennonites, Amish, Dunkards (German Baptist Brethren), and Moravians. 
~Northwest Ohio was the last part of the state to be settled, after great swamps were drained. 
   
Common Routes to the Ohio 

ZANE’S TRACE:  When Ohio Territory first opened to legal settlement (1796-1797), Col. Ebenezer 
Zane and his brothers built this road through Ohio between Wheeling, WV (which he founded in 
1770) and ommMaysville, KY.  It was the first road cut into the wilderness.  He repeatedly petitioned 
congress for permission to build it, and finally began without it.  Eventually became part of the 
National Road.  It was wide enough for a man on horseback, but not for wagons or coaches. 
 
NATIONAL ROAD:  Congress passed legislation in 1806 to build the first federally funded 
interstate highway.  Stretched from Cumberland, MD to Vandalia, IL (600 miles).  This immensely 
helped to transport those eager settlers.  Hardly more than a crude trail had existed before, filled with 
stumps, sinkholes and deep ruts.  Revolutionary War veterans had been given tracts in the “west”.  
Mail delivery was speedy (Washington, DC – Indianapolis in 65 hours!).  Also called the 
Cumberland Road and the National Pike. 
 

THE OHIO RIVER:  It was common to travel by water, and before steam the Ohio River was 
particularly good for travelling downstream.  The Muskingum River was easily traveled northward 
from the Ohio River, as well as the Scioto River and the Great and Little Miami Rivers. 
 

Ask yourself: 

~By what date did your ancestors appear in the location where records of the family have been found; 
compare to each road’s timeline. 
~What towns did each road pass through, and do you find your ancestral surname in any of those 
locations at the right time period?  Check against census records. 
~Remember that migrations occurred over many years, with people stopping and then moving along 
again.  Pay attention to recorded birth places of family members and compare to towns along the 
road. 
~Look at the history of the areas to see what events might have led to migration. 
~Consider the traffic on each road.  Was it military, commercial, postal, exploratory, or was its 
heaviest use by families on the move? 
~Read historic accounts of the early settlement of an area.   
~Know that people often traveled with their neighbors or relatives, and that you will find the same 
surnames along a migration path. 
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7. 
 

THE WATCHFIRES OF A HUNDRED CIRCLING CAMPS 

RESEARCHING YOUR CIVIL WAR ANCESTOR 

 
 

Presented by 

 
Peggy Clemens Lauritzen, AG 

 

First Steps in Research 

1.  Identify an ancestor who may have served in the Civil War. 

a. Most soldiers were between 18-30 years old.  Later on, they were 10-70. 

b. Did they die between April 1861 and June 1865? 

2. Check both the 1860 and 1870 Federal Censuses to see where they lived. 

a. Many lived in the same county both before and after the war. 

b. Several states took their own censuses in between the federal census years. 

3. Decide if they fought for the Union or the Confederacy. 

a. Soldiers came from all over the United States, and served on either side. 

4. Find your soldier’s regiment and company. 

a. Soldier’s and Sailor’s Database:   
http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm 

b. 1890 Census of Union Veterans and Widows 
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1877095 

5. Check the wiki article for your ancestor’s regiment.   

6. Check internet databases: 

a. www.Fold3.com  ($$) 

b. www.Ancestry.com  ($$) 

c. www.FamilySearch.org  free 
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It is helpful to know: 

• War your ancestor may have served in.  You must know when your ancestor served in the 

military.  First determine the war or period in which your ancestor may have served.  

Remember the during the Revolutionary and Civil Wars, Americans served on both sides of 

the conflict. 

• State your ancestor was living in.  Your ancestor may have served in a local,state, or federal 

unit. You can best search military records if you know at least the state where your ancestor 

was living when he was of age to serve in the military. 

• Branch of service and rank.  It is helpful to know the branch of service (Army, Navy, 

Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard) your ancestor may have served in and whether your 

ancestor was an officer or an enlisted man. 

• Regiment.  Many service records are arranged by the military unit, such as the regiment.  

Regiments and companies were often composed of men from the same community or county.  

Knowing the regiment can sometimes help you determine where a man was from. 

 
 In most cases, you can learn the unit from published military sources, such as: 

• Service indexes 

• Pension records 

• Published rosters 

• County histories 

• Tombstone inscriptions 
 

You may also find clues in home sources, such as: 

• Photographs 

• Discharge papers 

• Records of membership in a veteran organization 

 

Branch out: 

• Search for the whole family.  This includes parents, children, and siblings. 

• Search for the surname.  Keep record of others with the same surname you are 

seeking. 

• Search time ranges. Use a span of time to search (such as plus or minus 10 years). 

• Search for locality ranges. Search all areas where your ancestor might have lived in 

or near. 

• Search for spelling variations.  Many names were not spelled as they are today. 
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 Union States 

24 states and 7 territories 

States= California, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, 

Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oregon, 

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Wisconsin 

Border states (4 states were for the Union but had slaves. Many men served in the Confederacy 

instead of the Union)= Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, West Virginia 

Territories=Colorado, Dakota, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico (all of New Mexico and 

Arizona), Utah, Washington 

Confederate States 

11 states and 2 territories 

States= Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia 

Territories=Arizona (Southern half of New Mexico and Arizona), Oklahoma 
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American Civil War. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2002.  

Culpepper, Marilyn M. Women of the Civil War South: Personal Accounts from Diaries, Letters, 

and Postwar Reminiscences. Jefferson, N.C: McFarland & Co, 2004 

Gary B. Mills, "U.S. Southern Claims Commission Master Index, 1871-1880" in Ancestry.com 
[Internet site]. 

"Southern Claims Commission" in FamilySearch Research Wiki. Includes an advanced search 
strategy for genealogists. 

St. Louis County Library, "Researching Southern Claims Commission Records" in St. Louis 
County Library [Internet site]. Many of the NARA descriptive publications are actually online at 
this website including the next item. 

St. Louis County Library, "Geographical List of Southern Claims Commission Claimants" in St. 
Louis County Library [Internet site]. Use this list to find all the applicants in a given county. 

Footnote.com, a subscription site also available at some libraries, is beginning to index SCC 
records. 

 Helpful websites: 

� American Civil War Research Database (subscription required):  
 http://www.civilwardata.com/ 

� Andersonville Civil War Prison: 
 http://www.angelfire.com/ga2/Andersonvilleprison 

� Civil War Archive: 
 http://www.civilwararchive.com 

� The Civil War Pension Law:       
 http://www.cpe.uchicago.edu/publication/lib/pension_cpe.pdf  

� Civil War Soldiers & Sailor System  
 http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/index.html  

� Grand Army of the Republic Museum and Library (Philadelphia, Penn.):  
 http://garmuslib.org 

� Military Indexes – Civil War:  
 http://www.militaryindexes.com/civilwar/index.html 

� Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies:    

 http://digital.library.cornell.edu/m/moawar/ofre. 

� Soldiers and Sailors database:  
 http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm 

� The Valley of the Shadow (Augusta Co., Va., and Franklin Co., Penn.):    

 http://valley.lib.virginia.edu/ 

� The War of the Rebellion: a Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and 
Confederate Armies:  

 http://digital.library.cornell.edu/m/moawar/waro.html  
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8. 
 

BEGINNING DNA AND GENEALOGY:   
 

Presented by 

 
Stephen McDonald, MD    

 

Genetics is the scientific study of inheritance particularly of specific visible traits.  Much has been 
learned about inheritance since Gregor Mendel did his early work in the 1800’s.  With the discovery 
of chromosomes in cells and later the DNA code; genetics took an important leap forward.  The code 
for all the genes in man was deciphered and published in 200l (the human genome project).  The 
potential for using DNA to look at ones genealogy is becoming more important and available.   
 
A brief introduction to the terminology of genetics will provide the genealogist a background to make 
decisions about whether it would be helpful for ones own genealogy dilemmas. The two types of 
testing most used are Y-DNA analysis (the Y-DNA checks only direct male ancestors) and the mt 

DNA analysis (mitochondrial DNA checks direct mother to daughter lines). The new autosomal 
analysis will be introduced.  

 
Genealogical DNA testing has great potential to help solve many dilemmas.  It is however important 
to realize what DNA testing can and can’t do.  DNA Testing: 

 
Can 

–Test family traditions 
–Test suspected family connections 
–Test connections between different   family 
lines 
–Map established family trees 

 

Can’t  
–Replace conventional (paper) research 
–Provide 100% confidence 
–Establish unknown family connections 
–Remove all brick walls 

 
 
An important part of learning about DNA in genealogical research is to be familiar with 
some of the vocabulary.  Many of these terms are complex and require detailed 
explanations but a elementary understanding will do much to get you on your way to 
putting genes into your genealogy.   

 

Glossary of Terms 

Extracted from “Trace Your Roots with DNA by Megan Smolenyak 
 

Autosomal – pertaining to a gene or genetic marker in any chromosome other than the 
sex chromosomes; in genetealogy, frequently used to refer to tests other than Y-DNA and 
mtDNA (such as the BioGeographical Ancestry test or the Family Finder).  This is now a 
DNA test identifying both maternal and  paternal  relationships.   
 
Mitochondria – (my-toe-CON-dree-uh)  the plural form of mitochondrion; plentiful 
organelles in the cytoplasm of cells that provide energy for the cells; see mitochondrial 
DNA 
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Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) – genetic material found in mitochondria; passed from 
mothers to their children, but only daughters are able to pass it on; useful to genealogists 
for learning about their maternal roots; also valuable for the identification of degraded 
remains 
 
Most Recent Common Ancestor (MRCA) – the shared ancestor of  two or more people 
who represents their closest (and therefore, most recent) link; for instance, the MRCA of 
a pair of second cousins is their mutual great-grandfather or great-grandmother 
 
Non-paternity event – catch-all term for situations where the Y chromosome is unlinked 
from the surname; includes informal and casual adoption, infidelity, illegitimacy, etc. 
 
Nucleus – the central region of the cell that houses the chromosomes and is separated by 
a membrane from the cytoplasm 
 
Petering out – when an mtDNA line has died out because only sons (who are now 
deceased) were born daughtering out is the  reverse 
 
Phenotype – observable traits of an organism (e.g., hair color); may or may not be 
genetically related 
 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) – technique developed by Kary B. Mullis to mimic 
the replication process of the cell, allowing scientists to efficiently amplify  (i.e., make 
millions of copies of)  small, selected segments of DNA; sometimes referred to as 
molecular photocopying or Xeroxing; used in genetealogy to amplify samples submitted 
for analysis; see DNA Polymerase 

 

Short Tandem Repeat (STR) – a short pattern (often two to five bases in length) 
repeated a number of times in a row (in tandem); for instance, GATAGATAGATA, three 
repeats of the GATA sequence; the differences in the STRs at selected markers on the Y 
chromosome provide a basis for comparison among individuals and populations and are 
used extensively for most Y-DNA genealogical testing; also called a microsatellite 
 

Y-DNA – a genetic material found in the Y chromosome; passed from fathers to their 
sons essentially unaltered down through the generations except for occasional mutations; 
used for tests designed to explore one’s paternal ancestry. This is important for surname 
projects.   
 
Some useful Websites: 

• Cyndi’s List:Getetics, DNA and Family Health  www.cyndislist.com/dna.htm 

• National Geographic/IBM Genographic project  
https://www3.nationalgeographic.com/genographic/index.html  (go to top under 

SHOP) 

Genetic Testing Companies 
  African Ancestry  www.africandna.com  
 Ancestry DNA  http://home.ancestry.com/  No longer do Y-DNA or Mt-DNA 

analysis 
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 Ancestry by DNA www.AncestryByDNA.com  
 23andme www.23andme.com  
 deCODEme  www.decodeme.com  Discontinued 

 DNA Consulting www.dnaconsultants.com  
 DNA Tribes www.dnatribes.com  
 Family Tree DNA www.familytreedna.com  
 FamilyBuilder  www.familybuilder.com  Moved to more Social Networking 
 GeneTree  www.genetree.com   CLOSED.Can download previous information 
 Oxford Ancestors  http://www.oxfordancestors.com/ 
 Pathway Genomics  www.pathway.com   More Clinically Oriented 

 

Online DNA Databases 

 Ancestry DNA  www.dna.ancestry.com 
 GeneTree  www.genetree.com    CLOSED  Now owned by Ancestry 

 Mitosearch   www.mitosearch.org 
 Sorenson Molecular Genealogy Foundation  (SMGF)  www.smgf.org 

Purchased by Ancestry 

 Ysearch  www.ysearch.org 
 
Sorenson Molecular Genealogy Foundation www.smgf.org 
The Genetic Genealogist www.thegeneticgenealogist.com 
 

Some Useful Reference Books: 

 

Fitzpatrick, Colleen: DNA and Genealogy.  Rice Book Press  
 

Smolenyak, Megan S and Turner, Ann:  Trace Your Roots with DNA, Using 

Genetic Tests to Explore Your Family Tree.   Rodale Publishers, 2004. 
 
Shawker, Thomas H, :  Unlocking Your Genetic History  Rutledge Hill Press, 
2004. 
Sykes, Bryan:  The Seven Daughters of Eve.  W.W. Norton & Co 
 
Sykes, Bryan:  Saxons, Vikings, and Celts  The Genetic Roots of Britain and 

Ireland W.W. Norton & Co, 2006. 
 
Kennett, Debbie:  DNA and Social Networking.  The History Press, 2011. 

  
Human beings look separate because you see them walking about separately.  But then 

we are so made that we can see only the present moment.  If we could see the past, then 

of course it would look different.  For there was a time when every man was part of his 

mother, and earlier still part of his father as well, and when they were part of his 

grandparents.  If you could see humanity spread through time, as God sees it, it would 

look like one single growing thing—rather like a very complicated tree.  Every 

individual would appear connected with every other.    

C.S. Lewis 
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9. 
 

INVOLVING THE WHOLE FAMILY IN FAMILY 

HISTORY 
 

Presented by 

 
Lynda and Stephen McDonald 

 

Introduction                      Adapted from FamilySearch.org 
Many people desire to know where they come from, but a sense of belonging is especially 
important for children and youth. A knowledge about their family history gives children of 
all ages a sense of their place in the world. It can also give young people something to live 
up to—a legacy to respect. Family history also provides an opportunity for children and 
teenagers to make a meaningful contribution to something bigger than themselves. 
Children and youth who develop an interest in family history are more likely to participate 
in family history throughout their lives.  Parents, grandparents, and teachers can involve 
children and youth in family history in many ways.  

Suggestions to put family in Family History 

1. Talk to living relatives 
Encourage children to talk to their living relatives, especially the older ones. Hearing  
stories about what life was like in the past helps young people connect to the past. This 
connection brings  generations together and establishes strong family bonds. 

2. Tell stories 

Tell stories about your life and the lives of your ancestors. Young people need more 
than facts and dates. They need the facts and dates packaged in interesting, meaningful, 
and memorable ways. The best way to create an interest in family history is by telling 
young people stories about real people. Fill your stories with interesting information, 
humorous details, and unusual facts that will capture a young imagination.  

3. Share heirlooms and photographs 
Holding something that once belonged to an ancestor can be a powerful experience. 
Pictures and heirlooms make the past come alive 

4. Attend family reunions 
Family reunions are a good way for different generations and branches of a family to 
come together. A family reunion gives young people an opportunity to know relatives 
they might not otherwise meet. It gives them a chance to create experiences and 
memories that can last a lifetime.  

5. Go on family history field trips 

A family history field trip could be across the country or just down the street. Visit 
places your ancestors lived or worked. Visit graveyards.  
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6. Play family history games 
Games are a good way to make family history fun. Family history board games are 
available for purchase, but you can also make up games that are specific to your family 

7. Involve entertainment 
Music and movies from the past are another way to reach young people. Share music 
from different eras, and teach children some of the dances their grandparents used to 
dance. Children are often amazed to see some of the old silent movies that were popular 
in the past. 

8. Celebrate with food 
Food is an important part of holidays and family gatherings, and it was the same for our 
ancestors. Make your grandmother’s apple pie recipe or your father’s famous meatloaf 
for your children. Food from different countries where your ancestors lived can provide 
an interesting variation on your normal diet 

9. Create personal histories 
Help children and teenagers create their own personal histories. They could keep a 
journal, create a scrapbook, or write stories from their lives. 

10. Tie family history into school work 
Make the connection between what children learn in school and their family history.If a 
child is studying a historical event, tell what an ancestor did who witnessed or 
participated in that event.  Help students learn about geography by looking on a map to 
see where ancestors lived. If children need to choose a state or country for a report, 
suggest that they choose a place where your ancestors lived. If you have photographs of 
the area your family came from, you can use those photographs to augment your child’s 
studies. 

Access to FamilySearch Resources for Families: 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Family_History_Activities_for_Children:_3-

11 

Promises from Church Leaders: 

Elder D. Bednar 

I now invite the attention of the young women, young men, and children of the rising 
generation as I emphasize the importance of the Spirit of Elijah in your lives today. . 
.And I promise you will be protected against the intensifying influence of the adversary. 
As you participate in and love this holy work, you will be safeguarded in your youth and 
throughout your lives. . . 
 
Parents and leaders, please help your children and youth to learn about and experience 
the Spirit of Elijah. But do not overly program this endeavor or provide too much detailed 
information or training. Invite young people to explore, to experiment, and to learn for 
themselves. . . Young people increasingly need to be learners who act and thereby receive 
additional light and knowledge by the power of the Holy Ghost—and not merely passive 
students who primarily are acted upon .  
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My beloved young brothers and sisters, family history is not simply an interesting 
program or activity sponsored by the Church; rather, it is a vital part of the work of 
salvation and exaltation. You have been prepared for this day and to build up the 
kingdom of God. You are here upon the earth now to assist in this glorious work. 

Elder R. Scott 

Do you young people want a sure way to eliminate the influence of the adversary in your 
life? Immerse yourself in searching for your ancestors, prepare their names for the sacred 
vicarious ordinances available in the temple, and then go to the temple to stand as proxy 
for them to receive the ordinances of baptism and the gift of the Holy Ghost. As you 
grow older, you will be able to participate in receiving the other ordinances as well. I can 
think of no greater protection from the influence of the adversary in your life. 

Additional Resources 
 

Web Sites 
� Cyndi’s List. This comprehensive Web site lists many types of resources to get children and 

teenagers involved in family history. http://www.cyndislist.com/kids.htm. 

� Ancestors. The Web site for the PBS program Ancestors provides a teacher’s guide for starting a 
family history project. 
http://www.pbs.org/kbyu/ancestors/firstseries/teachersguide/ 

� U.S. GenWeb Kidz. This site contains information on how to get started in family history 
research, including mailing lists especially for kids. http://www.rootsweb.com/~usgwkidz/ 

� Canadian GenWeb for Kids. This Web site aims to get children and teenagers in Canada involved 
in family history. http://www.rootsweb.com/~cangwkid/ 

� World GenWeb for Kids. This site provides basic information for children and teenagers 
interested in family history. There is also information for school class projects on 
genealogy.http://www.rootsweb.com/~wgwkids/ 

� Genealogy for Kids. This site links to records and how-to articles about family 
history.http://www.genealogyspot.com/features/kids.htm 

� National Genealogical Society. The National Genealogical Society has a Youth Resources 
Committee that gathers genealogy information suitable for ages 5 to 18. This site also includes 
lesson plans for teachers. http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/youth.cfm 

� For examples of how to create your own “Jeopardy”-type game, 
visithttp://www.techteachers.com/jeopardytemplates.htm. 

Books 
 

The Kids’ Family Tree Book by Caroline Leavitt. This book contains research ideas and creative projects 

for young genealogists, including instructions on how to interview family members, find information, start 

a family newsletter, and more. 
 

Roots for Kids: A Genealogy Guide for Young People by Susan Provost Beller. This book is based on a 

course the author developed for her fourth grade class, but it can be used by individuals as well as teachers. 

Subjects include asking questions and researching local, state, and national records - For grades 4–8. 
 

Through the Eyes of Your Ancestors by Maureen Taylor. This book tells how to access a variety of 

resources, including vital records, church records, newspapers, Web sites, and more - For grades 4–8. 
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10. 
 

CAUSES OF DEATH: 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION IN DEATH 

CERTIFICATES 
 

Presented by 

 
Stephen D. McDonald, MD 

 

CLASS OUTLINE: 

Introduction  10 Minutes 
--Life expectancy, longevity and life span 

Death Records 10 Minutes 
 --Where to find official death records? 

 --What information do they contain? 

 --Coroner and Coroner’s inquest 

Old Medical Terms   10 Minutes 
--History of language and terms 

--Epidemics 

Questions and Discussion  15 Minutes 
 

Introduction: 

   As I learn more of medicine and the myriad ways to die, I thank the Gods that I die 

but once. –Greek physician 
 

Life Expectancy- The average age to which members of a population survive  
 

Longevity- The age an individual attains 
 

Life span- Maximum age obtainable for the species = the age of the oldest living 
individual 
 

The average life expectancy at birth was less than 30 for most of recorded history.  In 
England on the eve of the Reformation average life expectancy at birth was 38 years. 
Pneumonia and infections following childbirth were common.  Bubonic or the black 
plague was endemic. One third of children died before the age of ten even in the 
wealthiest of families.  Catherine of Aragon lost five of her six children in infancy.   
 

In colonial America about the time of George Washington becoming president (1789) the 
average life expectancy at birth was 34.5 for males and 36.5 for females. In 1790 a 
prominent Philadelphia physician, Dr. Benjamin Rush compiled statistics on death and 
found that in a given year, of a 100 people born 1/3 died before the age of six and only ¼ 
lived beyond the age of twenty-six.  (MCC-OGS Vol.21-2 p. 14) 
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By 1900 the average life expectancy at birth had increased to 48 in the United States.  
Over the next century this would increase almost 30 years.  This increase is 
unprecedented.  More years were added to life expectancy in the last century than from 
all other increases during all the prior centuries combined. Today life expectancy in the 
United States is 79.8 years. Global life expectancy at birth is much less at 67 years. 
 
Longevity however is not a phenomenon of recent history.  There are numerous people 
living well into their nineties recorded in ancient history.       Hippocrates the Greek 
physician (460-377 BC) lived to be 85 or 90.  Michelangelo (1475-1564 lived to age 91. 
You will find ancestors with amazing longevity. (Living Longer: A History of Longevity. 

Tom Perls)  Some interesting things to ponder however is that the average life expectancy 
of a 60-year-old man in 1900 was greater than that of a 60 year old man in 1971.  The 
average life expectancy of a 60-year-old man in 2000 was no different than it was in 
1971.  The difference is the cause of death.  In 1900 the common cause of death was a 
bacterial or viral infection; in 2000 infections have been surpassed by deaths from 
“lifestyle” such as cancer, heart disease and lung disease. 
 
Life span is defined by the age of the oldest living individual who was Madame Jeanne 
Calment of France.  She died in August 1997 at the age of 122 years.  The scientific term 
for the maximum age is apoptosis and has been calculated in humans to be 126.  It is 
unlikely that you will live longer than 126 even if the average life expectancy increases. 
 
Death Records: 
 
Records of death have always been an important source of genealogical information.  
These include journals, diaries, bibles, wills. Other important sources are records from 
cemeteries, sextons, churches, obituaries, military, pensions, funeral homes, prisons, 
institutions, hospitals, and courts.     Official death records are generally found only after 
1850 when public health officials began to have influence.   Many state offices did not 
begin vital statistics registration until late in the 1800’s.  Some towns and counties were 
recording death information much earlier.  New England towns were recording this 
information from the beginning of the town’s settlement.  New England churches 
recorded death information since the 1640’s.  The middle and southern states did not 
record vital statistics until after the 1880’s. 
 
Ohio made it a law to record deaths in 1867.  County probate courts kept these death 
records until December 19, 1908.  These county probate court records are held at the 
Ohio Historical Society.  Many counties have indexed these but there is no statewide 
index to deaths prior to December 1908.  The Ohio Historical Society holds death 
certificates from December 20, 1908 to December 31, 1944.  Death certificates from 
1945 to present are held by the Ohio Department of Health.  FamilySearch has resently 
indexed the Ohio Death Records and have digital images.   
 
You should check both county and state records since some counties did not send early 
records to the state.  Some state records may have been destroyed and are only available 
in the county or town.   
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It is important to remember that the death is recorded in the county where the death 
occurred and may not be in the county where the individual resided.  Death may have 
occurred during an illness while visiting a family member or while on vacation.  Look for 
all clues that will help find a record.  Obituaries for long time residents of a town may be 
recorded even if the death occurred in some other state.   
 

Searching for an official death record can be important because these contain questions 
about dates of birth, death and sometimes marriage, names of parents, and spouse and a 
list of informants which are usually a family member. After 1920 the death certificates of 
most states are very similar.   Although these records may not be entirely accurate they 
provide a wealth of information to help in understanding the lives of our ancestors.    
 

Coroner records are public records and often give unusual information and clues.  
Coroners are elected public officials who were charged with determining the cause of 
death in suspicious or unusual deaths.  These often had no medical expertise and were 
frequently the mortician.  Trained medical examiners perform this function in most states 
now but there are still places where this is an elected office.  Use of the terms of the death 
certificate must still be approached with caution and may reflect the bias of the elected 
coroner.  A coroner can review any death.  They are currently required to review deaths 
of individuals dying of suspicious causes or who have died in a medical facility within 24 
hours of admission or within 30 days of a surgical procedure.  They may determine that 
an autopsy is required but may determine the cause of death from the available records 
and medical information.  
 

Archaic Medical Terms: 
 

Often while doing genealogic research one will encounter archaic medical terms 
describing the cause of death that has no meaning in the usual modern vocabulary.  
Familiarity with some of these terms can be very helpful to gain clues about the family or 
the factors relating to moves, marriages, or children’s names.  There are many current 
resources in publications and on the Internet that can be helpful in understanding these 
terms. The best basic source is a good medical dictionary available in our Family History 
Center or now available on the Internet. 
 

Original descriptions of diseases are often related to the symptom encountered.  This 
symptom was then related to the prevailing concept of disease of the time.  The Greeks 
related disease to balance of humors such as bile and urine.  The name of the disease 
Diabetes meaning siphon describes the symptom of excess urination.  We still use the 
term today even though we have considerably more knowledge about the disease and its 
cause.  Later cultures used the roman language Latin to add information to a previous 
description.  An example would be in those individuals with the disease diabetes it was 
found that the urine tasted sweet so they added the term mellitus which is Latin for 
honey; thus Diabetes mellitus.  Later physicians particularly in Europe and in the United 
States often described a group of associated symptoms in a particular disease.  This group 
of symptoms called a syndrome often bore the name of the describer, e.g. Graves disease 
named after Dr. Graves who described the association of a goiter, prominent eyes and 
rapid heart rate.  This disease would be named currently hyperthyroidism but in many 
circles retains the name Grave’s disease. 
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Some Known Major Epidemics 
 
Epidemics have always had a great influence on people and thus influence the genealogist 
looking for family traces.  When people disappear from records it may be traced to dying 
during an epidemic or moving away from the affected area. 
 

1657 Boston Measles 1832 NY City and other 
major cities 

Cholera 

1687 Boston Measles 1832 New Orleans Asiatic Cholera 

1690 New York Yellow Fever 1833 Columbus, OH Cholera 

1713 Boston Measles 1834 New York City Cholera 

1729 Boston Measles 1837 Philadelphia Typhus 

1732-3 Worldwide Influenza 1841 Nationwide Yellow Fever: 
especially severe in 
the south 

1738 South Carolina Smallpox 1847 New Orleans Yellow Fever 

1739-40 Boston Measles 1847-8 Worldwide Influenza 

1747 CT, NY, PA, SC Measles 1848-9 North America Cholera 

1759 N. America Measles 1849 New York Cholera 

1761 N. America and West 
Indies 

Influenza 1849-50 New Orleans Cholera: 3,000 deaths 

1772 N. America Measles 1850 Nationwide Yellow Fever 

1775 N. America Unknown 
epidemic 

1850 Alabama, New York Cholera 

1775-6 Worldwide Influenza 1850-1 North America Influenza 

1783 Dover, DE " bilious disorder” 1851 Coles Co., IL, The 
Great Plains, and 
Missouri 

Cholera 

1788 Philadelphia and New York Measles 1852 Nationwide Yellow Fever 

1793 Vermont A "putrid" fever  1853 New Orleans Yellow Fever: 8,000 
die 

1793 Virginia Influenza:  1855 Nationwide Yellow Fever 

1793 Philadelphia Yellow Fever: 1857-9 Worldwide Influenza: one of the 
greatest  epidemics 

1793 Harrisburg, PA unexplained deaths 1860-1 Pennsylvania Smallpox 

1793 Middletown, PA unexplained deaths 1865-73 Philadelphia, NY, 
Boston, 
 New 
Orleans,Baltimore, 
 Memphis, 
Washington DC 

Smallpox, Cholera [A 
series of recurring 
epidemics of], 
Typhus, Typhoid, 
Scarlet Fever, Yellow 
Fever 

1794 Philadelphia, PA Yellow Fever 1873-5 N. America and 
Europe 

Influenza 

1796-7 Philadelphia, PA Yellow Fever 1878 New Orleans Yellow Fever: last 
great epidemic 

1798 Philadelphia, PA Yellow Fever 1878 Memphis, TN Yellow Fever 

1803 New York Yellow Fever 1885 Plymouth, PA Typhoid 

1820-3 Nationwide "Fever"  1886 Jacksonville, FL Yellow Fever 

1822 New York and New 
Orleans 

Yellow Fever 1905 New Orleans Yellow Fever: last 
US outbreak 

1831-2 Nationwide Asiatic Cholera 1918 Worldwide [high point yr] 
Influenza: more 
people were 
hospitalized in WWI 
from this epidemic 
than wounds. US 
Army training camps 
became death camps, 
with 80%  death rate 
in some camps 
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Some Useful Archaic Medical Terms 
 

Old Term Current term Old Term Current term 
apoplexy stroke green fever anemia 

ague malaria grippe influenza 

bad blood syphilis inanition starvation 

black death plague jail fever typhus 

black vomit ulcer bleeding king’s evil tuberculosis neck 

black water 
fever 

dark urine +fever lagrippe influenza 

blood 
poisoning 

septicemia lock jaw tetanus 

bloody flux bloody stools lues syphilis 

brain fever meningitis lung fever pneumonia 

breakbone 
fever 

Dengue fever lung sickness tuberculosis 

breast pang angina milk fever brucellosis 

Bright’s 
disease 

bad kidney disease milk leg phlebitis 

Bronze John yellow fever natural decay old age, senility 

child bed fever infection of uterus phthisis wasting-tuberculosi  

cholera severe diarrhea   plague Bubonic plague 

consumption tuberculosis podagra gout 

cramp colic appendicitis Pott’s disease tuberculosis (spine) 

cretinism hypothyroidism quinsy Strep tonsillitis 

dropsy heart failure, edema scrofula tuberculosis (neck)  

fatty liver cirrhosis toxemia eclampsia 

French pox syphilis white blood leukemia 

 

Some helpful references and resources 
Books: 
     Dorland’s Illustrated Medical Dictionary   Publisher WB Saunders Co. Philadelphia. 
 Note:  Look under a general term such as disease, or syndrome to find your term 
     Medical Meanings: A Glossary of Word Origins   Author: William Haubrich.  Publisher: 
American College of Physicians, 1997. 
Web sites: 
     On line dictionaries 
 www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/mlplusdictionary.html 
 www.onelook.com 
     Glossaries and other resources 
 www.cyndislist.com/medical/ 
 www.genealogy-quest.com/glossaries/diseases1.html 
 www.coraweb.com.au/medico.htm 
     For fun 
http://gosset.wharton.upenn.edu/mortality/perl/CalcForm.html   
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   Life expectancy calculators using a large number of risk factors 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/omim/ 
   The most comprehensive resource for finding genetic diseases 
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11. 
 

ADVANCED SEARCH STRATEGIES AT FAMILY SEARCH 
 

Presented by 

 
Palmer, Dana, CG  

 

The www.familysearch.org website has great resources available to researchers.  Sometimes it is hard to 
find our ancestors for whatever reason.  Using filters and other advanced search techniques can help you 
find those elusive ancestors. 
 
Instead of typing your ancestors name in the main box on the home page at ancestry.com, click on 
BROWSE ALL PUBLISHED COLLECTIONS.   Click on the place to the left then the specific 
database you want to search.  Try the search tricks until you find them. (You will get better search 
results by browsing and selecting the specific database then entering the names on the main screen.) 
 

ADVANCED SEARCH TRICKS 
 
TRICK 1:  General Search 

� Select your specific database 
� Type in the surname and given name 
� If you get too many hits, add in a birth/death/marriage date depending on the database you are using +/- 5 years 
� If you choose the Ohio Deaths, 1908-1953 database to find an ancestor who died in Ohio, make sure that the 

ancestor you choose died during those years, otherwise they won’t be found in the index. 
� Some of the databases such as the Ohio Deaths 1908-1953 require you to sign in to see the image as required by the 

record collection donor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is an example of the main 

search field for a specific 

database.  You can type names 

here and use the search by 

categories as filters.  Don’t add 

too much or you won’t get any 

search results. The filters vary by 

database but are generally very 

similar. 
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TRICK 2: Wildcard and Soundex Search 
� Sometimes your general search won’t work because their name is 

abbreviated, misspelled or listed as a nickname. Wildcard symbols can 
aid in your search.   

� Use the asterisk (*) symbol to truncate the word and look for all 
variations after the asterisk symbol.   

o You must have at least 3 letters to use this wildcard feature 
o If you used ROS* as a given name you would get Rosa, Rose, 

Ross, Rossina, Rosina, etc. and all variations on the given 
name starting with Ros. 

o You can also use this feature for surnames and combinations 
of the two as long as each name has at least three letters.  So 
for a surname, WILLIAM* would result in William, Williams, 
Williamson, Williamsson, Williamton, Williamham, etc. 

� Use the question mark (?) symbol to replace a single letter within the 
word.  It can be used multiple times in a word.  

o So Eli?abeth would result in searches for Elizabeth and 
Elisabeth 
 

� Use the Soundex feature to search for variant spellings by making sure 
the box next to the name is not checked.  If you have too many search 
results, you can select the box to search for exact spellings.  This will 
significantly reduce your search results.   

 
 
TRICK 3: Spouse Search 

� If names are abbreviated, misspelled or listed as a nickname and wildcard tricks don’t work, try searching for a 
spouse.  This can be done a variety of ways in any type of database that used the surnames and / or given names of 
both parties.  

� If you can’t find the person you want with one party listed as the main person, switch their places.  Sometimes one is 
misspelled and the soundex features can’t help you find them. 

� To reduce the number of hits: 
o Use given name and surname of both bride and groom to reduce number of search hits. 
o Given name and surname of one spouse are listed with just the surname of the other.  Use this when you get 

too many hits and you need to narrow your search parameters. 
o Given name and surname of one spouse are listed with just the given name of the other.  Use this when you 

get too many hits and you need to narrow your search parameters. 
� To increase the number of search results 

o Use just the surnames of the bride and groom 
o If this gives too many hits, add a marriage place or marriage 

date to the marriage field. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Narrow the search results by changing 

the filters on the side of the screen as 

listed above. 

Spouse Search  
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TRICK 4: Given Name Search 
� If you have a daughter that you know is married but you don’t know her married name, a given name search can be 

helpful, especially if you know the parents names. 
o Type in the given name and given an approximate birth date +/- 5 years 
o If the name is common you will have to add more filters to reduce the search results.   

� You can also use the given names for married couples by typing in both given names of the spouses to see if they 
come up.  This is helpful when both surnames have been misspelled. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TRICK 5: Surname Search 

� You can use this to search for spouses by just their surnames.  This is helpful if their given names are abbreviated or 
misspelled. 

� You can also use the surname search to search for all common surnames in a specific location. 
 
TRICK 6: Date Search 

� Use this trick in conjunction with the surname search for even better results.  It is really 
helpful to track people with common surnames in a specific location for specific dates. 

� The only difference is you have to add a date range to the surname search. 
� I have found people using this search that I couldn’t any other way. 

 
TRICK 7: Locality Search 

� Use this trick in conjunction with the surname search for even better results.  It is really 
helpful to track people with common surnames in a specific location for specific dates. 

� The only difference is you have to place to the locality filter. 
 
TRICK 8: Parent Search 

� Sometimes you want to find children of specific parents. Since parent’s names are 
indexed when they are listed in the records, you can find their and their children’s 
entries by using a parent search.  This is immensely helpful for misspelled children or 
married daughters when you don’t know their married name.   

o Type the parents name in the search filters and leave the surname in the regular 
search field.  This should give you all the children listed for those parents for 
how you typed their names. 

o You can also type the parent’s names in the regular search field and list the 
mother’s name as the spouse.  

  

Surname search using the 

locality 

 and date range filters 

Given Name Search 
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12. 
 

BUSTING THROUGH BRICK WALLS BY USING COUNTY 

BOUNDARIES 
 

Presented by 

 
Palmer, Dana, CG  

 

In order to find your ancestor’s census, vital, court and land records in the USA, it is imperative to know 
(1) when the event occurred and (2) where it occurred. Determining where a genealogy event occurred 
can be difficult in areas where the county boundaries fluctuate and change over time.  Most counties 
started large and were divided over time to smaller ones as the population increased.  For example in the 
beginning the state of Virginia started on the east coast and extended all the way to the Mississippi 
River.  
 
Ancestors may have lived in the same locality their entire life, but their deeds, vitals and probates are 
recorded in different counties and courts because the boundaries changed during their lifetime.  Keep in 
mind that these records will be filed in the county at the time of the event, not necessarily the county it 
was first known as.   
 
How to Determine the County 

o Find your ancestors on the census records to have a general idea of their location.  
o Determine when the county was created. 
o Was this county created from another? 
o Was this county split into smaller counties?  If so, which ones and when? 

 
How do I determine when the county was created? 

1. Ancestry’s Red Book  
http://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?title=Red_Book:_American_State,_County,_and_Town
_Sources  

2. Family Tree Magazine’s The Family Tree Resource Book for Genealogists 
3. Atlas of Historical County Boundaries:  http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/  
4. Historical World Boundary Maps:  http://randymajors.com/p/worldmap.html  
5. Historical U. S. County Boundary Maps:  http://randymajors.com/p/maps.html  
6. Maps of USA  http://www.mapofus.org/  

 
Other Tools 

o David Rumsey Map Collection  http://www.davidrumsey.com  
o Google Earth   http://www.google.com/earth/explore/products/  
o US Gen Web Sites    http://www.usgenweb.org  
o Family Search Wiki  https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Main_Page  
o Family Search Catalog     https://familysearch.org/catalog-search  
o Bureau of Land Management  http://www.blm.gov  
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Ancestry’s Red Book  
http://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?title=Red_Book:_American_State,_County,_and_Town_Sources 

  

Each county lists the year it was 
formed as well as the parent 
county, making it easy to track 
backwards.  In addition, it lists 
the year birth, marriage, death, 
court, land and tax records were 
started.  
 
There is also a map for each 
state showing the counties 
within the state as well as the 
county seat.  
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Atlas of Historical County Boundaries 
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choose the state you want 
and select GO 

 

You can change 
the map date for 

month, day or year 
then click 
REFRESH 
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Maps of USA 
http://www.mapofus.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From http://www.genealogyinc.com 
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13. 
 

TRICKS FOR SUCCESSFUL CENSUS SEARCHES AT 

ANCESTRY.COM 
 

Presented by 

 
Palmer, Dana, CG  

 

Getting Started 
Censuses are taken every ten years. Keep in mind that there is a privacy law that prohibits release of 
the census records until approximately 72 years have passed.  

 
You will need the following before starting:  

• Pedigree Chart and Family Group records (include siblings’ records) 

• Search area and census year (ex. Warren County, Ohio, 1870 census) 

• Something on which to document the census information (forms, copies) 
 
Quick Tips 

• Start with the year where you know your ancestor lived and work backward.  Keep in mind 
census ages aren’t always correct and should be checked within +/- 5 years of the birth year. 

• Look at a minimum of 10 families before and ten families after your ancestors’ census listing.  
(Often related families lived nearby.  Don’t forget to look for surnames connected by marriage).   

• Record your information while it is fresh in your mind and make sure to write down the source 
citation. Compare the details and write down discrepancies in your notes.  

• Track one specific family over all census years.  Do the same for each of their children, siblings, 
etc.  This will help you find the correct family in all the census records for which they appear.   

• The 1790-1840 census only lists the head of household.  The oldest person in the household is 
not always listed as the head of household.   

 
 
Basic Search 

The basic search step finds most people listed in the census if they are spelled and indexed 

correctly. 

o Start with a specific census record where you know they lived.  
o Type in the surname, given name, locality & estimated birth year +/- 5 years 
o Find the applicable entry and select view record. 
o Print the index page with the source details.   
o Download the image to your computer Click on the orange “SAVE AS” button in the 

upper right corner. Name the file by who it is and by the census year for easy reference 
later  
(e.g. Ellet-Samuel-1850census.jpg or 1850census-Ellet-Samuel.jpg) 

o Repeat process with another census until all are found for your specific family.   
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• Trick 1: Broad vs. Exact Filters 
This helps find people when their names have a different spelling or the exact date is unknown. 

o Slide the box for the specific filter to the strength you need. To the right for more exact. 
To the left for more broad / fuzzy type of search 

o Find the applicable entry and view record. Follow same download steps as above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

I call this the transcription 

page because it provides most 

of the information needed to 

cite the source. Make sure to 

save or print this page as a 

pdf and include it with the 

original image. 

These search parameters will look for the Gallagher 

surname broadly like soundex. It also looks for those 

born in 1820 in Ireland and in Ohio, but doesn’t 

eliminate those with one of the search terms missing. 

These search parameters will look for the Gallagher 

surname broadly like soundex, but it only looks for 

those born within 2 years of 1820 who are born in 

Ireland and enumerated in Ohio. 
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• Trick 2: Surname Search 
This should find anyone with your specified surname, in that location, within the specific birth 

years.  If they have given names typed incorrectly or abbreviated, you should be able to find 

them with this trick.   

o Click on the specific census record to search (e.g. 1900 census) 
o Type in your ancestor’s surname  (leave the given name blank) 
o Enter the locality (Warren County, Ohio, USA) 
o Type in the estimated birth year and give the range +/- 5 years 
o Find the applicable entry and view record. Follow same download steps as above. 

 

• Trick 3: Given Name Search 
Similar to the surname search. You should find your specified given name, in that location, 

within the specific birth years even if the surname is misspelled.  Be sure to check for nicknames 

too. 

o Click on the specific census record to search 
o Type in your ancestor’s given name (leave the surname blank) 
o Enter the locality (Warren County, Ohio, USA) 
o Type in the estimated birth year and give the range +/- 5 years 
o Find the applicable entry and view record. Follow same download steps as above. 

 

• Trick 4: Wildcard Searches 
This is helpful for those with misspelled names or listed by initials. 

o Click on the specific census record to search 
o Type in part of your ancestor’s name, such as Ros* (The * will look for all names that 

start with the letter typed and all variations afterwards.  You have to have at least 3 letters 
entered before the asterisk).  If it is a common given name also try typing in a surname or 
using a similar wildcard for the surname.   

o Enter the locality (Warren County, Ohio, USA) 
o Type in the estimated birth year and give the range +/- 5 years 
o Find the applicable entry and view record. Follow same download steps as above. 

 

• Trick 5: Searching for Other Family Members 
Sometimes your first name and surname are misread or recorded on the census incorrectly.  By 

searching for other members of the family (spouse, children, etc.) known to be living with them 

at the time of the census, you can find their entry.  When choosing children, try to find one born 

within a few years of the census.  Their age and name are more likely to be recorded correctly.  

o Click on the specific census record to search 
o Type in someone in the family known to be living at the household during the time of the 

census.  You can use given name or surname search tricks.  (If surname searches don’t 
work, given name searches using the children usually do.  Try separate searches for every 
member of the family). 

o Enter the locality (Wayne County, Illinois, USA) 
o Type in the estimated birth year and give the range +/- 5 years (If the search results still 

don’t match, leave this field blank). 
o Find the applicable entry and view record. Follow same download steps as above. 
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Searching for a child will 

sometimes yield a hard to find 

family especially if used with the 

locality and age filters. 

The family was finally found by searching for 

the son Thomas, even though their surname 

was misspelled and the father’s given name was 

abbreviated. 
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• Trick 6: Locality Search 
You can use locality filters on any of the above tricks. A locality search will search all entries in 

a specified area for the given parameters.  Only use this trick if you know specifically where your 

family lived during the census because it will provide a lot of search results.   
o Click on the specific census record to search (e.g. 1900 census) 
o Leave the surname and given name fields blank 
o Enter the locality including the town or township (Lebanon, Warren, Ohio, USA).  
o Type in the estimated birth year and give the range +/- 2 years  
o Read through the pages of entries until you find one that matches.  Find the applicable 

entry and select view record. Follow same download steps as above. 
 

• Trick 7: Every Line Search 
You will need to read every entry line by line similar to the old system using the microfilms.  It is 

very time consuming and you still might not find them if they were missed or moved.  

o Click on the specific census record to search  
o Enter the locality (If you don’t know start in order and read all the pages then try the next 

town) 
o Click on the first name entry in that locality (Search all the pages for that locality) 
o Select view record and zoom to desired magnification.  
o There are arrows at the bottom of the page stating which image for that specific locality 

you are viewing. Make sure to read all pages for that area.  Continue until you find them 
or you’ve checked all towns/ townships in the county.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Where are they … I still can’t find them?   

Some reasons why they might be missing in the census 

• They might have been missed  

• They could be in transit between counties or 
  states due to a recent move 

• They might have died 

• They could be indexed wrong 
 

What can I do? 

• Widen the search area 

Above: the arrows show which image 

within that specific locality you are 

viewing. Make sure if your family is 

the last on the page to check the next 

image. Many families are split over 

the census pages and will be missed if 

the next page is not checked. 

Left: Orange button lets you save your 

image.  Plus and minus symbols let 

you zoom in and out.  

By clicking on the town, 

county or state you can easily 

switch to another location in 

the same census. 
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• Check the prior and later censuses to see if they still are listed.  (If they are missing from 
the later census, it could indicate they died or moved) 

• Check to see if they are listed in tax lists or trade directories 

• Are they involved in any land sales (this could indicate a move or death) 
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14. 
 

BEGINNING GENEALOGY 
 

Presented by 

 
James Phillabaum 

 
USEFUL ADDRESSES 

 
 
 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
1776 D St. 
NW Washington, DC 20006-5392 

 
Sons of the American Revolution 
National Headquarters 
1000 South Fourth Street 
Louisville, KY 40203 
 
General Society of the War of 1812 
P.O. Box 106 
Mendenhall, PA 19357 
 
United States Daughters of 1812 
1461 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.  
Washington, DC 20005 
 

 
The Confederate Research Center  
Hill College  
P.O. Box 619  
Hillsboro,TX 76645 
 
Confederate Descendants Society 
P.O. Box 233  
Athens, AL 35611 
 
National Personnel Record Center 
(Military Records) 
1 Archives Drive 
St. Louis, MO 63138-1002 
 
National Archives & Records Administration 
7th & Pennsylvania Ave., NW  
Washington, DC 2040

 
 
 

USEFUL WEB SITES 
www.abmc.gov - American Battle Monuments Commission.  Lists all military veterans buried in 
U.S. cemeteries in foreign countries.  Lists all Missing-in-Action and Buried-at-Sea for WW-I and 
WW-II.  Also lists all KIA AND MIA from Korean War and Vietnam War. 
 
www.va.gov - Department of Veterans Affairs Home Page.  Contains links to various V.A. programs. 
 
www.archives.gov - National Archives Home Page 
 
peggyfox@hill-college.tx.us – Email for Confederate Research Center 
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15. 
 

MILITARY RECORDS 
 

Presented by 

 
James Phillabaum 

 
 
 
 

TYPES OF USEFUL RECORDS 
 
 

ORIGINAL RECORDS –  

 

� Vital Records (Civil Registration) 
� Church Records 
� Cemetery Records 
� Original Census Records 
� Probate Records 
� Military Records 
� Immigration Records 

 
COMPILED RECORDS –  

 

� Family Histories 
� Ancestral File 
� Pedigree Resource File 
� International Genealogical Index (I.G.I.) 
� Other Researchers Work 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION –  

 

� Local Histories 
� Maps 
� City Directories 
� Guidebooks 
� Gazetteers 
� photographs 
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RECORD SELECTION TABLE 

Use this table to determine which records would be useful in finding information about your 

ancestors. The first column lists important types of information about your ancestor and events in 

your ancestor's life. The second and third columns show groups or organizations that may have 

created records about your ancestor. Check for records listed in the second column before checking 

for records listed in the third column. 
 

Event Look for These Records First Then Look for These Records 

Birth Government: Vital records Family: Bible 

records Church: Parish records, membership 

records Other: Cemeteries 

Government: Census, military, taxation 

Newspaper: Obituaries 

Birth, 
foreign 

Government: Census, emigration, 
immigration, naturalization, citizenship 
Family or library: Bible, biography, genealogy 

Church: Parish records, membership records 

Newspaper: Obituaries Library: Histories, 

maps, gazetteers 

Death Government: Death, probate Newspaper: 

Obituaries Church: Parish records, 

membership records Other: Cemeteries, 

funeral homes, hospitals 

Newspaper: Articles Government: 
Military, court, land and property 

Marriage and 
maiden name 

Government: Vital records Church: Parish 

records, membership records Newspaper: 

Announcements, obituaries Family: Bible 

records 

Government: Military, probate, land and 
property, nobility 

Family or library: Biography, genealogy 

Other: Cemeteries 

Divorce Government: Court records, divorce records Newspaper: Articles 

Government: Vital records 

Immigration, 
emigration 

Government: Immigration, emigration, 
naturalization, citizenship 

Family or library: Genealogy 

Government: Census Library: 

Biography Newspaper: 

Articles Church: Membership 

records 

Family 
members 

Government: Vital records, census, probate 

Church: Parish records, membership records 

Newspaper: Obituaries 

Family: Bible 
Government: Immigration, emigration, land 
and property 

Place of 
residence 

Government: Census, land and property, 
military, vital records Family or library: 
History, genealogy Church: Parish records, 
membership records Other: Directories 

Government: Taxation 

Newspaper: Obituaries 

Religion Church: Parish records, membership records 

Library: History, biography Government: 

Civil registration 

Family or library: Bible records, genealogy 

Newspaper: Obituaries Other: Cemeteries 
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16. 
 

HAVE YOU SEEN ME?: 

MISSING CHILDREN AND PROOF OF PARENTAGE 
 

Presented by 

 
Tennant, Amie R. 

 

I. Why do children go missing? 

a. Child is born and dies between censuses 

b. Child lived and died before 1850 

c. Child was born and married between 1881-1900 

d. Child has no birth record 

e. Child has no death record 

f. Child is placed in a Children’s Home/Foster care 

g. Child marries before 1850 census and is never named in a census with parents. 
 

II. Both 1900 and 1910 Federal Censuses ask each woman how many children she had 

and how many are still living 

a. 1900 census asks these questions in columns 11 and 12 

b. 1910 census asks these questions in columns 10 and 11 
 

III. When using FamilySearch.org to look for records remember: 

a. Use a county and state for location (not a city or township) 

b. Avoid using the year ranges 

c. Remember you can locate specific databases within any given area instead of doing 

a general search 

d. Use nicknames and alternate spellings for names  
 

IV. Always consider your targeted ancestor’s location 

a. Be aware of how close they lived to county or state boundaries.  Check all 

possibilities 
 

V. State censuses may fill in the blanks for a family 

a. For state census years and information, see: 

www.census.gov/history/www/genealogy/other_resources/state_censuses.html 

VI. Where might you find Children’s Home records? 

a. Google “Children’s Home of X county, state” 

b. Check with a knowledgeable person in your targeted county 
 

VII. Unusual or underutilized records that may have missing children listed: 

a. Probate records 

b. Biographical sketches 

c. Pension Files 

d. Cherokee Applications 
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17. 
 

FINDING MICHAEL KNOOP : 

GENEALOGY IN THE EARLY 1800'S 
 

Presented by 

 
Tennant, Amie R. 

 
I. Why is genealogy more difficult prior to the 1900’s? 

a. Census records only started recording all members of the household in 1850 

b. Birth and death records were not required 

c. Some records have been lost or destroyed 

II. How can we overcome some of these obstacles? 

a. Start with what you know 

b. Know what it is you are looking for 

c. Work backwards in time 

d. Keep a timeline 

e. Search all available records 

III. What do we know? 

a. Michael Knoop, born in New Brunswick about 1808, lived in Brown Twp., Miami 

County, Ohio 

b. He was married to a woman named Isabella 

IV. Questions you might want answered: 

a. Who were Michael’s parents? 

b. Does he have any siblings? 

c. Why was he born in New Brunswick, but his father seems to be American? 

d. When and why did Michael come to Miami County, Ohio 

V. Gather all census data first 

VI. Make a timeline with the census data you collect 

a. Include a year, a location, and the age of the individual to help you see a bigger picture 

VII. Use FamilySearch.org to collect other records such as marriage records 
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VIII. Once you have exhausted your census and vital records research, look for other records 

that may contain genealogical data: 

a. Naturalization record 

b. Probate/Estate 

c. Land records 

d. Pensions 

e. Ship manifests 

IX. When looking up ship manifests, be sure to check ALL the names of the persons who 

were on the boat to see if they are possible relatives 

X. Know the history of the time: 

a. Michael Knoop was born in New Brunswick to a father who was born in 

Pennsylvania.  Why would a man of his father’s era leave the US for Canada? 

b. Search out databases particular to your targeted ancestor, in this case searching for 

records dealing with Loyalists who left America after the Revolutionary War. 

XI. Keep a list of all your sources!! 
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18. 
 

GENEALOGY AT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY 
 

Presented by 

 
Wachs, Anne 

 

 

SEE FOLLOWING PAGES 
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19. 
 

FAMILY HISTORY ON THE GO 
 

Presented by 

 
RootsTech Video 

 
 

Instructors:  Crystal Beutler, Rhonna Farrer 

Fam Hist Skill: Beginner 

Tech Skill: Beginner 

 

Too busy to do Family History? Learn creative ways to use tablets & phones to get it work 
done while on the go: build a family tree, do research, create a digital scrapbook, keep a 
journal, etc. 
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20. 
 

FAMILYSEARCH FAMILY TREE NOW AND IN THE 

FUTURE  
 

Presented by 

 
RootsTech Video 

 
 

Instructor:  Ron Tanner 

Fam Hist Skill: All 

Tech Skill: All 

This class will give an update on the current status of Family Tree and it's latest features. 
Additionally this session will discuss the new features planned for Family Tree. Come 
and help FamilySearch know what new features you want. 
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21. 
 

WHAT'S NEW AT FAMILYSEARCH 
 

Presented by 

 
RootsTech Video 

 
 

Instructor: Devin Ashby 

Fam Hist Skill: Beginner 

Tech Skill: Beginner 

What are the latest tools from FamilySearch and how do I use them? Come learn how to 
navigate familysearch.org and use the four main tabs at the top of the website. It's never been 
easier! 
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22. 
 

BUILDING A GENEALOGY RESEARCH TOOLBOX 
 

Presented by 

 

RootsTech Video 
 
 
 

Instructor: Thomas MacEntee 

Fam Hist Skill: Beginner 

Tech Skill: Beginner 

Participants will learn not only some of the most important online resources for 
genealogical research, but also how to organize these resources into an easy-to-access and 
portable virtual toolbox. 
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23. 
 

FAMILYSEARCH INDEXING: IT'S A WHOLE NEW WORLD! 

 
Presented by 

 
Rootstech Video 

 
 

Instructor: Scott Flinders 

Fam Hist Skill: All 

Tech Skill: All 

Scott Flinders, the FamilySearch indexing product manager, will give an overview of the 
powerful new features and volunteer opportunities in the new indexing program as well as 
a sneak peek at even more exciting features that are in the works. 
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24. 
 

TRACING YOUR BRITISH AND IRISH ROOTS WITH 

FINDMYPAST 
 

Presented by 

 
Rootstech Video 

 
 

Instructor: Elaine Collins 

Fam Hist Skill: All 

Tech Skill: All 

This presentation will introduce the key resources you need to get started with tracing 
your British and Irish ancestry, including censuses, civil registration, parish records and 
census substitutes, as well exploring the wealth of rarer and exclusive sources. 




