
Dayton Ohio Stake
Twenty-Seventh Annual

Family History Jamboree
Student Materials

901 East Whipp Road, Centerville, Ohio
April 22, 2023





Introduction
Why Family History

The Family Can Be Eternal
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints emphasizes the importance of family relationships. We believe 
that families can be united in the most sacred of all human relationships - as husband and wife and as parents and 
children - in a way not limited by death. 

The Savior told Peter, “And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” 
(Matthew 16:19). Through priesthood authority from God, marriages are preformed in the temple. Those 
marriages can endure throughout this life and for all eternity. In addition, children are “sealed” to their parents, 
providing opportunities to become eternal families. To share these blessings with our deceased ancestors, we also 
perform marriages and sealings in their behalf should they choose to accept them in the next life.

We believe that life on earth is part of an eternal existence that began long before we were born, when we 
lived with God as His spirit children. We came to earth to be tested, to show whether we would obey God’s 
commandments. At death, our spirits leave our bodies and go to a spirit world, where we continue to learn and 
progress. We retain our individual personalities and our ability to choose.

Eternal Life Through the Atonement of Jesus Christ is Offered to All
Our Father in heaven provides the opportunity for each of His children to continue sacred family relationships 
after this life. For that purpose:

 • God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to teach us how to return to Him and receive eternal life. 
 • All will be resurrected through the Atonement of Jesus Christ 
 • Eternal life will be given to all that accept His teachings, obey His commandments, and receive  
  the necessary ordinances through the priesthood. 
 • Those who do not hear the Savior’s teachings on earth will have the opportunity to do so after this life. 
 • Those who accept the Savior’s teachings after this life need the earthly ordinances of baptism and 
  eternal marriage (see John 3:5 & 1 Corinthians 15:29) 
 • Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints identify their ancestors to ensure that the  
  essential ordinances are performed in their behalf in sacred temples. 
 • Ancestors for whom the ordinances are performed are free to choose whether they accept  
  these ordinances.

A member of the teaching staff or the full-time missionaries (they can be identified by a pocket name tag) on site 
will provide a means for you to obtain further understanding of these vital truths.

Should you later have questions, you can obtain answers or assistance with the research of your ancestors by 
contacting church representatives at any of the following numbers:
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Family Search Centers & Church Contacts
If you have questions about  

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints  
or its Family History activities, call a church representative nearest you:

Beavercreek 
(937)369-5158

Centerville 
(937)369-5158

Dayton 1st 
(937)304-3978

Dayton (Spanish) 
(937)304-2557

Eaton 
(937)733-9242

Englewood 
(937)248-5537

Cincinnati Ohio Mission 
(513)947-9863

Greenville 
(937)548-2140

Fairborn 
(937)304-6576

Fairfield 
(937)578-2158

Huber Heights 
(937)304-3688

Kettering 
(937)304-3229

Miamisburg 
(937)204-8413

Middletown 
(937)571-4301

Piqua 
(937)524-1753

Springboro 
(937)360-3281

Springfield 
(937)360-3281

Xenia 
(937)532-3286

Columbus Ohio Mission 
(614)776-6357
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Family Search Centers

Centerville Family Search Library 
901 East Whipp Road 

Centerville, Ohio 
(937)435-5690

Fairborn Family Search Library 
3060 Terry Drive 
Fairborn, Ohio 
(937)878-9551

Englewood Family Search Library 
1500 Shiloh Springs Road 

Englewood, Ohio 
(937)854-4566

Middletown Family Search Library 
4930 Central Avenue 

Middletown, Ohio 
(513)423-9642

West Chester Family Search Library 
7118 Dutchland Parkway 

Middletown, Ohio 
(513)777-4542

Cincinnati Ohio East 
Family Search Library 

8250 Cornell Road 
Montgomery, Ohio 

(513)489-3036

Cincinnati Ohio (Norwood) 
Family Search Library 
5505 Bosworth Place 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
(513)531-5624

Wilmington Family Search Library 
2343 Wayne Road 
Wilmington, Ohio 

(937)382-1510
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Teacher Bios
Holly Braun, a BYU graduate in Elementary Education, spends her days dreaming up ways to more effectively 
 teach her five children. A homeschool mom, a Primary Activities Leader, and a Temple and Family  
 History Consultant in Kettering, all in one tiny package. Blogs at hollybraun.com and shares whiteboards 
 on Instagram @lunchlesson.

Denna Coburn grew up in a family with a rich heritage of talented story-tellers, both verbally and written. She  
 learned early the value of a well told story to capture events, feelings and life in a different era. It taught  
 her much about who she is because of where she came from. She has felt a responsibility to like wise record 
 events in her life to create the link between the past and the future. She has also found journal entries a  
 valuable tool in settling discrepancies when others remember details differently than how things really 
 happened ;)

Michael Garrambone is a retired Army Officer and Millitary Operations Research Analyst for InfoSciTex  
 Corporation in Dayon, Ohio. He graduated from the University of Florida in Engineering Science and  
 mechanics and earned master degrees in operations research, business, and education. He is a staff librarian  
 at the Dayton East Family Search Center in Fairborn, Ohio with interests in Italian genealogy, historical  
 research, computer graphics, and teaching. He has been researching family history since 1980, tracking  
 Italians, African Americans, and Native Americans from Italy to the Virginias and South Central States. He 
 is a web browser, database keeper, map user, and faithful correspondent. He enjoys scanning and editing and 
 researching sources at the local, state, and national levels. He is working on several oral histories and  
 organizing family photograph books.

Kaelyn Haney is a young mom, wife, college student, and small business owner. Though life is busy, Kaelyn  
 loves spending time with family and makes that her top priority. Kaelyn grew up in a family that embraces  
 traditions and emphasizes the importance of closeness. Now she is creating new traditions with her own  
 family while still carrying on traditions nearly 100 years old.

Susan Melville’s love of family history began as a child, listening to stories about her pioneer ancestors crossing 
 oceans and continents. Later, as her parents shared photos and stories her interest in family history continued  
 to grow. Over the years, Susan has developed her skills as a researcher and recently completed a certificate in  
 family history research to add to her BS in Geography. Susan currently works at Centerville-Washington  
 History and enjoys sharing local history with visiting patrons. She hosts a monthly local history podcast  
 where she interviews people in the community. Her five children continually inspire her to keep learning,  
 growing, and loving. In the Dayton Ohio Stake, Susan serves as the Stake Primary President. When she isn’t  
 working, Susan loves taking hikes with her dog, growing her vegetable garden, or reading about history.

Dana Palmer, CG®, CGL(SM) specializes in lineage society applications, publishing family books, and  
 Midwestern research - specifically Ohio. She also has experience researching in the U.K., Denmark,  
 Germany, Czeck Republic, Hungary, and Romania. In addition to her client work, she reviews military  
 repatriation cases for Eagle Investigative Services, Inc., is part of the Silver Books team for the General  
 Society of Mayflower Descendants, and lectures at RootsTech, the National Genealogical Society (NGS),  
 and the Ohio Genealogical Socity (OGS) conferences. She became a certified genealogist (CG) in 2009 and  
 a certified genealogical lecturer (CGL) in 2019. She has been a genealogy instructor at Sinclair Community  
 College since 2010. She belongs to several lineage societies including ISDUP, NSDAR, USD 1812, and  
 Colonial Dames. She has received numerous awards for her books and volunteer efforts. She loves  
 problem-solving and tracking down those elusive ancestors!
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Janet Parker comes from a line of avid genealogists. At the age of fifty she decided to return to school and learn 
 the skills necessary to carry on the family’s research. Janet received her AAS degree in Family History  
 Research from Brigham Young University Idaho in 2021. She is a mother of four adult boys and currently  
 lives in Dayton, Ohio with her husband Dave. She has four grandchildren which are the light of her life. Janet 
 currently serves as a family history trainer in the Dayton Ohio First Ward and as a Stake Temple and Family  
 History consultant in the Dayton Ohio East Stake, specializing in indexing. Janet enjoys volunteering at the  
 FamilySearch Center in Fairborn and looks forward to the reopening of the Columbus Temple.

Elizabeth Valencia When she was a teenager distant relatives, unknown to her, compiled books about two lines  
 of her family history. One of the books showed that she is descended from ancestors who came over on the  
 Mayflower. She was hooked and wanted to know more. During  her first venture to an actual courthouse to do 
 research in a tiny county in Illinois, she found records of a baby boy, her great grandmother’s brother, who no  
 one had ever mentioned. The first time she visited the Family History Library in Salt Lake in the 1990’s,  
 she located microfilm records from a village in Germany and discovered her paternal grandfather’s family.  
 She is thankful for the resources available online, the ability to research from home and that she can mingle  
 with her ancestors via FamilySearch almost daily. Elizabeth currently serves as a stake temple and family  
 consultant in the Dayton Ohio Stake.

Anne Wachs has been a reference librarian with the Washington-Centerville Public Library for over a decade.  
 During her tenure, she has helped numerous patrons with genealogy research. Under her direction, WCPL  
 offers monthly genealogy interest groups, genealogy workshops concentrating on Ancestry Library Edition,  
 and several programs from outside speakers on a variety of genealogical topics.
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Class Descriptions
 
No.  Class Title

1.  Finding Healing through Family History Research - This class explores ways that family history  
 research can create greater peace, joy, and connection. Through a series of stories, class members learn  
 how to use records and experiences to discover more about deceased relatives. The focus is to alleviate fear 
 and anxiety related to family history research. 
 Audience Level: All 
 (Inst. Susan Melville)

2.  Tell me about... Interviewing? - This class will cover what questions to ask your relatives, how to record  
 them, and how to add them to FamilySearch. 
 Audience Level: All 
 (Inst. Susan Melville)

3.  What Test Should I Take? Intro to DNA Research - DNA testing can be useful in breaking through your  
 genealogy brick walls. Come learn about the types of tests and tricks for getting started. 
 Audience Level: Beginner 
 (Inst. Dana Palmer, CG®, CGL(SM))

4.  Discovering German Church Records at Matricula Online - Obtaining German church records can be  
 challenging unless you know where to find them. Discover the abundance of these Catholic records at  
 Matricula Online.  
 Audience Level: Intermediate 
 (Inst. Dana Palmer, CG®, CGL(SM))

5.  Becoming a Pro Using Family Tree - FamilySearch’s Family Tree can be a powerful tool when used  
 properly. Come learn the tricks to be successful and connect with your relatives! 
 Audience Level: All 
 (Inst. Dana Palmer, CG®, CGL(SM))

6.  Help! I’m Adopted! Finding Your Biological Family Using DNA - Finding your biological family  
 when you’re adopted can be tricky. Learn some techniques to piece together your family using DNA and  
 other records. 
 Audience Level: Intermediate 
 (Inst. Dana Palmer, CG®, CGL(SM))

7.  Great PowerPoint Family Trees - This presentation gives you the ability to create your own great- 
 looking PowerPoint Family Trees. You’ll learn hhow to design the tree and build all the parts so you can  
 show these wonderful images of generations to your family and friends. You will learn how to construct  
 individual blocks with important family data and create a tree far nicer than those offered by commercial  
 software tools. Along the way you will learn some simple PowerPoint tricks to improve images, provide  
 organization, and add color. You will be able to link generations, fix some special cases, and highlight  
 missing data. When you are done, you will have some super graphic treasures for your collection and  
 family gatherings. 
 Audience Level: Intermediate 
 (Inst. Michael Garrambone)
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No.  Class Title

8.  Latin Records in Your Genealogical Research - If Latin Records are part of your research, come to this  
 presentation for help to learn some basic vocabulary, acronyms, styles of writing, geography, and many 
 interesting facets of these records. We will talk about sources, things to know, and show you plenty of  
 examples so you can pick up the trail, or if you like, go back to times before “Columbus.” 
 Audience Level: Intermediate 
 (Inst. Michael Garrambone)

9.  Simple Latin Translations 2 - This is a follow-up to the first Latin presentation and contains a brief  
 refresher for folks who missed the first pitch, so no worries as everything is fully explained for us novices.  
 In this lesson we provide tips on types of records and show you how to get the really good stuff from  
 FamilySearch through detailed slides and easy to use techniques. You will learn tricks to finding things, how  
 to document, tag your information, and how to translate using some nifty insights. You will see plenty of  
 examples and use location blocks to show key information, translating everything right before your  
 genealogical eyes. No one gets left behind here and you are assured to run home and quickly apply your  
 newly learned Latin translating knowledge. 
 Audience Level: Intermediate 
 (Inst. Michael Garrambone)

10.  Scanning Images - Knowing about scanning and images can make your genealogy work visually  
 pleasing and exciting to see. This presentation is geared to a first time beginner that wants to add  
 “pizzazz” to their work. 
 Audience Level: All 
 (Inst. Michael Garrambone)

11.  Making Journaling Your Favorite - This class will cover creative ways to Journal helping you leave  
 valuable information for future generations. 
 Audience Level: All 
 (Inst. Denna Coburn)

12.  Creating Postitive Family Traditions - Share ideas and discuss ways to create new and positive family 
  traditions that will create positive family memories and leave them wanting even more family time. 
 Audience Level: All 
 (Inst. Kaelyn Haney)

13.  Beginning Genealogy: Uncovering Your Roots - This class will aid the beginner in answering the ‘Where 
 Do I Start’ question. We’ll explore how to be successful in finding your family with emphasis on lineage  
 society application submissions. 
 Audience Level: Beginner 
 (Inst. Janet Parker)

14.  Temple & Family History Consultant Training: You Mean I Don’t Have to be an Expert Genealogist? 
 - This class will discuss ways Temple & Family History Consultants can create personalized family history 
 experiences for individuals and families. It will demonstrate how to access the FamilySearch Planner and  
 some of the other Helper Resources available. There will also be time for Q&A. 
 Audience Level: All 
 (Inst. Elizabeth Valencia)
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No.  Class Title

15.  Q&A Session - This is a time attendees can come and ask questions about genealogy and related topics to 
  a panel of experts. All questions and ability levels are welcome.  
 Audience Level: All

16.  Apps: FamilyTree, Memories, and Get Involved - This class will introduce you to the apps FamilyTree,  
 Memories, and Get Involved. Using these apps can make family history fun for youth and more accessible  
 for all ages when on the go. 
 Audience Level: All 
 (Inst. Janet Parker)

17.  Newspapers.com Library Edition - Learn to navigate the newspaper archive owned by Ancestry.com!  
 With over 10,000 worldwide newspapers, some dating back to the late 1600’s, a wealth of genealogy  
 primary source materials is at your findertips. 
 Audience Level: Intermediate 
 (Inst. Anne Wachs)

18.  Library Genealogy Databases - Discover what every Ohio public library has! See what you can find with 
 just a simple library card from subscription databases such as Ancestry Library Edition, Fold3, Heritage  
 Quest and African American Heritage with the help of a local librarian. 
 Audience Level: Intermediate 
 (Inst. Anne Wachs)

19.  Q&A Walk-In - This is intended as a time attendees can come and ask questions about researching their  
 family from experienced researchers. Devices and laptops are welcome. 
 Audience Level: All

20.  Intro to Temple Work - In this class, Holly Braun digs into Old Testament prophets and promises to find  
 the foundations of restoration temple work. Building up from there, she’ll talk ordiances symbolism and  
 current policy. Based on the needs of the class, Holly will help participants take the next step in the temple 
 and family history research cycle. 
 Audience Level: Beginner 
 (Inst. Holly Braun)

21.  Engaging Children and Youth - How do you get children and youth interested in family history? The key 
 is making it relevant to them. In this class we will explore resources and ideas in making family history  
 engaging and interesting to the younger generation. 
 Audience Level: All 
 (Inst. Holly Braun)

xi
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Finding Healing Through Family History Research
by Susan Melville
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Tell me about . . . Interviewing! - Preserving Oral History

1. Introduction
a. Best one on one
b. Face to Face
c. Also zoom an option

2. Whom to Interview
a. Anyone has a story to tell!
b. Young or Old

3. Where
a. Somewhere quiet - Not outside lots of noise
b. Think of the background
c. Is there a special background that can be part of the story?
d. Make sure there is enough light

4. Before the Interview
a. Make an appointment

i. Arrange place
ii. Minimize distractions
iii. Short might be more effective
iv. Determine the kind of interview - Formal or informal

b. Make a list of questions to ask
i. Open-ended questions are best.
ii. Direct questions are also important to get the information you are seeking.

See Appendix B-Open-Ended Questions on
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Creating_Oral_Histories

iii. Object-Based questions- photo, object or heirlooms -be sensitive about
topics that might be troubling

iv. Ask about specific times or events in history - Pearl Harbor etc
v. Ask about sensory things

1. Tastes, Sounds, Smells, etc
c. Arrange for Recording Equipment (Make sure to get permission to record)

i. A smart phone - with a good microphone
ii. Computer with audio capabilities. (I have used zoom)
iii. Use record features on FamilySearch
iv. Make sure to test what you are using for quality
v. Video should be horizontally shot - not vertically

vi. Invest in quality recording equipment - some are inexpensive (see
Youtube video in the notes)

d. Pre-interviews help if this person isn’t familiar - Talk about what the interview
might cover.

5. At the Interview
a. Be relaxed and alert

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Dayton Ohio Stake
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b. Listen attentively
c. Chat a few minutes before beginning
d. Set up equipment
e. Minimize disruptions of clutter or noise
f. Record the details of the interview such as date recorded and who is the guest,

where recorded
g. Take notes
h. Start Asking Questions

i. Make a note of anything that may need clarification
ii. Stay alert for signs of fatigue

i. Make sure subject feels comfortable
6. After the Interview

a. Transcribe
b. Make copies of the interview, store carefully
c. Share the interview,

i. Historical society
ii. Family members
iii. Web publishing

7. Additional Resources
a. https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/session/where-to-record-your-personal-hi

story-video
b. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ieHynPfvad8
c. https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/using-familysearch-apps-to-record-oral-hist

ories
d. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m-e_kJ0k-M
e. https://www.americanancestors.org/conducting-family-history-interview#:~:text=F

amily%20Relations&text=What%20family%20stories%20have%20you,you%20ce
lebrate%20holidays%20and%20birthdays%3F

f. https://www.thoughtco.com/fifty-questions-for-family-history-interviews-1420705
g. https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Questions-for-Interviewing-Family-Members

?language=en_US
h. https://familytreemagazine.com/storytelling/interviewing/interview-questions/
i. https://familyhistorydaily.com/free-genealogy-resources/family-history-interview-q

uestions/
j. https://yourheritagefilm.com/tips-for-interviewing-your-family-members/
k. https://blog.myheritage.com/2013/06/10-tips-for-interviewing-family-members-2/
l. https://www.familyhistoryfanatics.com/best-family-history-interview-tips
m. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhUjAVjQr38
n. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NSlAUPepm40
o. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MK2WIvcWFoY (Lots of Tips on How to

record)
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Images and Scanning Part 1
Instructor Mike Garrambone

Page 1

Images & Scanning 1 1

Mr. Michael W. Garrambone

Interesting Genealogy 
Topics

Images and Scanning Part 1:
The Poop, the Scoop, and the Skinny

Family History Jamboree
Saturday, 27 April 2023

Kettering, Ohio

Images & Scanning 1 2

So What Is this About

• Family Photos
• Historical Documents
• Paper Narratives
• Maps and Charts
• Graphic Treasures

Everyone wants images in their genealogy documents

We are going to talk about what you need
to know to capture and keep these items

Uncle Charlie

Images & Scanning 1

3

Agenda

• Introduction

• Scanning: Getting the Dots

• Scanning Machines

• Those Wonderful Images

• Types of Images

• So What about Density

• Fixing Images

• Batting Clean Up

MG#

Images & Scanning 1

4

What is Scanning

Scanning:  Using a device (a scanner) to detect and record the 
information, arrangement, color, or text characters contained in a 
document and storing this information in a computer graphics file 
of some format

Pixel Grabbing

Image

Computer File
Scanner

Flower. JPG

Images & Scanning 1
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Scanning Is Good for:

• Grabbing images to put in 
documents or on the web

• Adjusting, fixing, editing, 
or enhancing photos

• Spicing up newsletters and
other publications

• Creating lively presentations and other visual aids

• Converting documents into editable text (w/ OCR software)

“Everybody Needs a Scanner, Sometime”

Images & Scanning 1
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Several Types of Scanning Machines

HandScannerHigh-SpeedSheet Scanner

Flat Bed
Scanner

Combo Printer
& Sheet Scanner

PortableScanner

Book
Scanner

1 2

3 4

5 6
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RESOURCES FOR JOURNALING AND PERSONAL HISTORY

FREE-

● jrnl.com   Sign up; it’s free!  On this site, there is a section titled “All About Me.”
This is a great starting point, asking questions to trigger memories which are
categorized to keep details organized.

● 52 Questions- -
https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/52-questions-in-52-weeks-writing-abou
t-your-life-has-never-been-easier

Pick a question every week to write about your life.  When you are done, go to
FamilySearch.org and add it to your family tree so it can be safe and secure for
future generations.

● BYU TV Series “Ancestors” There are many episodes that present in an  engaging
manner how to do research on your family, but also one episode “Writing A
Family History” that gives tips and ideas.

● https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Questions-for-Interviewing-Family-Me
mbers Questions to help you get started when interviewing someone to record
their history.

● Journaling apps that are good-
1- Day One for Mac and iOS users
2- Diarium for Windows users
3- Penzu for secure journaling
4- Momento for social media power users
5- Grid Diary for templated journaling
6- Five Minute Journal for beginners
7- Dabble Me for journaling over email
8- Daylio for non-writers

These all have a free version and a paid version for more options

FOR A FEE-

● Books that have guided questions to give a family member so they can record
their history.  There are versions for mom, dad, yourself, etc.

● Books that can be printed from one’s social media posts that can be pictures or
pictures and captions.

● Blog- There are companies that will allow you to upload your blog and print it
off each year.  This could be a personal or a family blog.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Dayton Ohio Stake
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 Creating     Positive     Family     Traditions 

 1.  What     is     your     favorite     childhood/family     memory? 

 2.  Why     is     that     memory     your     favorite? 

 3.  What     kind     of     memories     would     you     like     to     create     for     your     family/self     to 
 look     back     on     in     20     years? 

 4.  What     kind     of     feelings     do     you     want     to     create     within     those     memories? 

 5.  What     are     your     family/personal     core     values? 

 6.  How     can     we     utilize     these     desires,     feelings,     and     values     to     create 
 lasting     family/personal     traditions? 

 7.  Ideas     to     take     home     and     try: 
 1. 
 2. 
 3. 
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Beginning Genealogy 
 

1 
 

Where do I start? 
 

1.  Identify what you know about your family - Your genealogical research should 
begin with family and home sources. Look for names, dates, and places in 
certificates, family Bibles, obituaries, diaries, and similar sources.  

 
2. Start with yourself - and track back each succeeding generation.  Ask your 

relatives for any additional information they have. It's very likely that your second 
cousin, great-aunt, or other relative has already gathered some family 
information. Talk to your parents:  

 
• Where did they grow up (town, county, state?), Date and location of their 
marriage?  
• Birth and death dates of their parents?   
• Where are their parents and grandparents buried?  
• Do they know any older living relatives? Call or visit other relatives.  
• Do they have any important documents you can copy?  
• Ask for birth, death and marriage dates and locations for grand and great-
grandparents?  
• Do they know any family stories? 

 
Record and organize the information you find on pedigree charts, and family group 
record forms. Enter or link into FamilyTree on FamilySearch.org.  Still keep your own 
personal records as FamilyTree is changeable by others.  You do not have to use 
computers to do family history, but they can be very helpful. Genealogical software 
programs help you transcribe, organize, display, print, and transmit your findings to 
other researchers.  There are many computer programs to help organize your data:  

 RootsMagic  
 Family Tree Builder  

 
3. Decide what you want to learn -    Select an ancestor or relative you would like to 

know more about.  Such as where and when he was married or the names of his 
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parents.  If you do not know much about an ancestor, you may need to do 
additional research on his or her children first. For instance:  

a. If you do not know when your ancestor was married, find the birth date or 
approximate birth date of the first child. The first child often came about 1 
year after the marriage. This will give you the approximate date needed to 
search for the marriage records. 

b. If you do not know where your ancestor lived, find out where his or her 
children were born. Searching for the children's birth, marriage, and death 
records is one of the best ways to find new information about their parents. 

 
4. Select records to search - Several factors can affect your choice of which records 

to search. You will want to evaluate the contents, availability, ease of use, time 
period covered, and reliability of the records, as well as the likelihood that your 
ancestor will be listed.  Utilize the Records Selection Table for ideas of where to 
search.  For example:  if you are looking for a birth date of your ancestor, you 
would want to first look in vital records, church records, and bible records.  Then 
you would search cemeteries, obituaries and census records.   
 
Effective researchers begin by obtaining some background information. They then 
survey previous research, and finally they search original documents.  
 

Background Information 
You may need some geographical and historical information. This information can 
save you time and effort by helping you focus your research in the correct place 
and time period. 

 Locate the town or place. Examine maps, gazetteers, and other place-finding aids 
to learn as much as you can about each of the places where your ancestors lived. 
Identify the major migration routes, nearby cities, county boundaries, and other 
geographical features and government. or ecclesiastical. jurisdictions. Place-
finding aids are described in the “Maps,” “Gazetteers,” and “Historical 
Geography” sections of FamilySearch Wiki. 

Beginning Genealogy
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 Review local history. Study a history of the areas where your ancestors lived for 
clues about the people, places, and events that may have affected their lives and 
the records about them. Records with information about migration and 
settlement patterns, government jurisdictions, and historical events are described 
in the “History” and “Minorities” sections of FamilySearch Wiki. 

 
Previous Research 

After gaining some background information, you will be ready to look for any research 
that has already been gathered by others, such as:  

 Printed family histories and genealogies 
 Family information published in periodicals 
 Biographies 
 Local histories 
 Manuscript collections of family information 
 Family newsletters 
 Computer databases of family information 
 Hereditary and lineage society records 

These can save you valuable time and often provide excellent information. For example, 
if you were researching the Pierce family, you may find a book or magazine article about 
your family, such as the Pierce Genealogy: Being the Record of the Posterity of Thomas 
Pierce.  Remember, however, that the information in these sources is secondary and 
may need to be verified by original records.  
 

Original Documents 
After surveying previous research, you will be ready to search original documents. These 
records can provide primary information about your family because they were generally 
recorded at or near the time of an event by a reliable witness. To do thorough research, 
you should search the existing records of:  

 Each place where your ancestor lived 
 The complete time period when he lived there 
 All jurisdictions that may have kept records about him (church and town, county, 

state, and federal governments) 
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5. Obtain and Search the Record - You may be able to obtain the records you need 
in the following ways:  

a. Internet. The number of genealogical resources accessible via computer is 
growing rapidly. If you have a computer, you can search the Internet, 
bulletin boards, and commercial on-line services for genealogical 
information.  The FamilySearch Catalog on-line is a key tool for selecting 
records.  

b. FamilySearch Center. You are welcome to visit and use the records at the 
FamilySearch Center. They are open to the public, and there are no fees for 
using the records. The also have access to premium websites for free.  
Contact the library if you would like more information about its hours and 
services.  

c. Local libraries and interlibrary loan. Public and university libraries have 
many published sources as well as some records on microform. Most of 
these libraries also provide interlibrary loan services that allow you to 
borrow many records from other libraries.  

d. Courthouses and archives. Many of the original documents you will need 
are at state, county, and town courthouses and archives. While the 
FamilySearch Center has many of these records on microfilm, additional 
records are available only at the courthouse. You can visit these record 
repositories or request photocopies of their records through 
correspondence. Very few archives will search the original documents for 
you, but, for a small fee, many will search an index and provide copies of 
the information they find. (See the “Archives and Libraries” section of 
FamilySearch Wiki article for further information.) 

e. Genealogical and Historical Societies. Many counties and states have 
genealogical and historical societies that collect family and local histories, 
Bible records, cemetery records, genealogies, manuscripts, newspapers, 
and records of pioneers. Some societies are able to briefly search their 
records for you.  

When requesting any of the above services through correspondence, you are 
more likely to be successful if your letter is brief and very specific. Enclose a self-
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addressed stamped envelope (SASE). You will usually need to send a check or 
money order to pay in advance for photocopy or search services. 
 
Your research may be more rewarding and more effective if you can visit the 
library or archives and personally search the records. Examine the original 
sources, or exact digital copies, when possible, rather than abstracts (summaries 
of the original documents).  
 
As you search the records, remember that handwriting may have been 
misinterpreted or information may have been omitted in indexes and 
transcriptions. Also look for the many ways a name could have been spelled. 
Because spelling was not standardized, don't eliminate possibilities when you find 
a name spelled differently than it is today.  
 

6.  Evaluate, Copy and Use the Information - Carefully evaluate whether the 
information you find is complete and accurate.  
Ask yourself these questions:  

a. Who provided the information? Did they witness the event? 
b. Was the information recorded near the time of the event, or later? 
c. Is the information consistent and logical? 
d. Does the new information verify the information found in other sources? 

Does it differ from information in other sources? 
e. Does it suggest other places, time periods, or records to search? 

 
Make copies of the information you find and its source.  Keep detailed notes 
about each record you search. These notes should include the author, title, 
location, call numbers, description, and results of your search. Keep a research 
log for this purpose.   
 

Research logs:    Fill it out as you go to keep track of where you searched. 
Why use them?  

1. To stay organized  
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2. Remember where you have already searched  
3. keep track of your sources 

 To obtain a digital research log:  
1. go to FamilySearch.org > Search > Research Wiki and type in “research logs”. 

Downloadable pdf version and online versions.   
 

 
Wonderful places to look for information: 

 Ask Aunt Gladys - Never underestimate the knowledge of relatives. 
 FamilySearch.org (Free and has one of the largest on-line searchable databases.) 
 Ancestry ($, but usually free through your local library) 
 My Heritage ($) 
 Google books for town histories, also for family histories.   
 Local universities and libraries. The Greene County library has a wonderful 

genealogical room.  Write state University has a huge genealogy room. 
 National Archives web site (hard to navigate but full of collections) 
 New England Genealogical Historical Society- awesome for New England research. 
 County courthouses- marriage, death, probate, property, and tax records 
 Newspapers for obituaries, marriages, and births found at local libraries and 

colleges. 
 Your local FamilySearch Center – its free and open to public; free partner sites 

including Ancestry, NEGHS, My Heritage, and many others. Plus, their 
knowledgeable staff is there to help and guide you.  

 Utilize FamilySearch Wiki and Catalog  
 
What else can I do? 

 Scan your photos and label them to preserve them for future generations. 
 Record your life story. Use a journal, recording device, or online journal services. 
 Interview relatives. 

 Index records to make them available for searching worldwide.   
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RECORD SELECTION TABLE 
 

1. If You Need   2. Look First In  3. Then Search  

Age  Census, Vital Records, 
Cemeteries  

Military Records, 
Taxation  

Birth date  Vital Records, Church 
Records, Bible Records  

Cemeteries, Obituaries, 
Census  

Birthplace  Vital Records, Church 
Records, Census  Newspapers, Obituaries  

City or parish of 
foreign birth  

Church Records, Genealogy, 
Biography, Naturalization 
and Citizenship, Societies  

Vital Records, Obituaries, 
History, Emigration and 
Immigration  

Country of foreign 
birth  

Emigration and 
Immigration, Census, 
Naturalization and 
Citizenship, Church Records  

Military Records, Vital 
Records, Newspapers, 
Obituaries  

County origins 
and boundaries  

History, Maps, Historical 
Geography  Gazetteers  

Death  

Vital Records, Cemeteries, 
Probate Records, Church 
Records, Obituaries, 
Societies  

Newspapers, Bible 
Records, Military 
Records, Town Records  

Ethnicity  Minorities, American 
Indians, Societies  

Church Records, 
Emigration and 
Immigration, 
Naturalization and 
Citizenship, Periodicals  

Historical 
background  History, Periodicals  Minorities  
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Immigration date  

Emigration and 
Immigration, Naturalization 
and Citizenship, Genealogy, 
Societies  

Census, Newspapers, 
Biography  

Living relatives 
(and adoptions)  

Genealogy, Directories, 
Court Records, Obituaries, 
Internet, Adoptions  

Census, Biography, 
Societies, Church 
Records, Probate Records  

Maiden name  
Vital Records, Church 
Records, Newspapers, Bible 
Records  

Cemeteries, Military 
Records, Probate 
Records, Obituaries  

Marriage  

Vital Records, Church 
Records, Census, 
Newspapers, Bible Records, 
Town Records  

Cemeteries, Military 
Records, Probate 
Records, Naturalization 
and Citizenship, Land and 
Property  

Occupation  Census, Directories, 
Emigration and Immigration  

Newspapers, Court 
Records, Biography  

Parents, children, 
and other family 
members  

Vital Records, Church 
Records, Census, Phone 
Disc, Probate Records, 
Obituaries, Genealogy  

Bible Records, 
Newspapers, Emigration 
and Immigration, 
Adoptions  

Physical 
description  Military Records, Biography  

Naturalization and 
Citizenship, Vital Records, 
Emigration and 
Immigration, Genealogy  

Place-finding aids  Gazetteers, Maps, Historical 
Geography  History, Periodicals  

Place (town) of 
residence when 
you know only the 
state  

Census (indexed), 
Genealogy, Military 
Records, Vital Records, and 
other records with a 
statewide index, Soundex  

Biography, Probate 
Records, History, 
Directories, Societies, 
Taxation  

Dayton Ohio StakeBeginning Genealogy
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Places family has 
lived  

Census, Land and Property, 
History, Directories  

Military Records, 
Taxation, Obituaries  

Previous research 
(compiled 
genealogy)  

Genealogy, Periodicals, 
Societies  History, Biography  

Record-finding 
aids  

Archives and Libraries, 
Societies  Periodicals  

Religion  Church Records, History, 
Biography  

Bible Records, 
Cemeteries, Genealogy  

Social activities  History, Biography 
Newspapers, Societies  

Town Records, Court 
Records, Cemeteries, 
Directories, Obituaries 
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Consultant Training

This class will discuss ways Temple & Family History Consultants 
can create personalized family history experiences for individuals and 

families. It will discuss new features in FamilySearch.  
There will also be time for Q&A.

Dayton Ohio Stake
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Q&A Session
Moderator: Liz Worley

This class will allow for a live question and answer session  
and include a panel of genealogists to whom you can ask your  

genealogy questions.
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Family Tree App

Family Tree App includes 90% of the functions that are available on the desktop version of
FamilySearch.

Sign-in with the same username and password you created on
FamilySearch.org.

To import your tree from FamilySearch.org to the Family Tree app, find Settings under the
More tab or Android Menu bars, then Download Pedigree.

● Tree—View your Pedigree in portrait view or fan view. Choose viewing options –
Default, Birth Country, Sources, Stories, Photos, Research Helps, Ordinances.
Click on any person to see more information about them, explained under
viewing relatives.

● Tasks—View and attach Record Hints as sources to
your Ancestors with Tasks.

● Temple—Ordinances Ready is available to members of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

● Recent—List of the most recent persons you have viewed in your tree.

More options — (3 Dots)

Search Historical Records - Search all indexed record collections found in FamilySearch.
Search either Historical Records or Collections.

Find a Person - Find people in the shared family tree by clicking on the
search tool icon. Or Find a Person under the More tab will also allow you
to search for a person in your Family Tree.

Relatives Around Me - Scans for friends who may be related. Make sure your friends are
nearby and have this app open to scan. When their name appears, click on it to see how you
are related.

Map My Ancestors – Locates events in your ancestors lives on a map, based upon what
information is found in the Family Tree.

Improve Place-Names – You can help by associating a user-entered place with a standard
place found on a map.

Contacts – Click another user’s name to add them as a contact.

Family Groups – Create a family group to send messages and share ordinances with.

My Contributions – View your contributions by Stats or Changes.

Family History Activities - Contains many fun activities.

Messages - Opens correspondence sent and received thru FamilySearch.

Settings - Customize your preferences here, including color background.

1
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Family Tree App

Help - Send feedback, view cases submitted, contact Family Search, find tutorials, and answers
to questions.

Memories - Takes you to the Memories App where you can add documents, stories, photos,
and record audio in your Memories Gallery.

Other Apps - Brings up a list of Apps that are linked to ChurchofJesusChrist.org and
FamilySearch.org.

Viewing Relatives—Tree

Choose a person in your tree to view, click on them. More menu tabs will appear:

Details - Includes vital and other information, which can be edited.
Spouses - Spouses and children are shown here.
Parents – Information about parents and siblings, can be edited.
Sources - Shows attached records. These can be opened and viewed.
If you click on the plus sign, you can search records and add sources to your relatives page
Memories – Displays all the memories attached to this person. Add memories by clicking on the
plus sign.
Ordinances - available to members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

More options are available when you click the 3 dots in the top right corner when viewing the
individual.

● View my relationship
● Search Records
● Possible Duplicates
● Descendants with Tasks
● View This Tree
● Share Person
● Refresh Person
● Follow
● Download Memories
● Recent Changes
● Delete Person
● Charts

Multiple Screens can be displayed in the Family Tree mobile app.

You must first go to Settings and Enable Multiple Screens.

In iOS, go to the desired screen then click on thin the lower right corner. The multiple screen
dots allow you to swipe left or right between open screens.

For Android, Open the Multiple Screen icon at the top of your Android device.  Tap the + at the
bottom right of the page to open a new screen.

2
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Family Search Memories App & Get Involved App

Memories App
Sign-in with the same username and password you created on FamilySearch.org.

1. Tap the plus sign (+) in the circle.
2. Tap Add Document, Write Story, Add Audio or Add Photo .

1. For documents or photos, select the option of where to add from – take photo,
camera roll, my files.  Crop or adjust, then save it.  Tap the photo to add a title or
description.  On the bottom select any additional options – tag, comment, record
audio, or person.

2. If writing a story, enter the content or add file.  If adding audio, record the audio
or select the file.

Get Involved App

Reviewing a name on a record that was indexed by handwriting recognition artificial intelligence.

“The point of Get Involved is to allow you to participate in family history in small and simple ways,”
Ty Davies, a FamilySearch portfolio director

Sign-in with the same username and password you created on FamilySearch.org.

Find Names to Review –

Select a Country or Location (be aware of the language)

The app will bring up a document with the interpretation – select:

● Match – will then move to the next name
● Edit  - will open a box you can type the correct name in
● Unsure – skips and moves on to the next (will be reviewed by

someone else later)

When complete the option to review more names 20, 30 or 50 is available or select
maybe later.

Contributions –

Your previous months of reviewed names in the app, option to view your contributions in the
1950 census.

More –

List of related apps
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Ohio Public Library Genealogy Databases: A Quick Snapshot 

Ancestry Library Edition 

HeritageQuest Online 

Fold3 

 

U.S. collections  
Canadian collections 
U.K. & other International collections  
Military collections  
Multimedia collections 
...and other over 10,000 collections 

U.S. Federal Census (1790-1940) 
Genealogy & Local History Books 
Revolutionary War records (1800-1900) 
Freedman’s Bank records (1865-1874) 
U.S. Serial Set (1789-1969) 
City Directories 
...and more! 

Wars - Revolutionary thru Vietnam 
Census - US Federal 1860 & 1930 
Dawes Enrollment Cards & Packets 
Homestead Records 
Naturalizations 
...and more! 

Newspapers.com 
Online access to 3,000+ historical  
newspapers. From the early 1700s into 
the early 2000s, there are full runs and 
portions of runs of well-known regional, 
state, and small local newspapers in the 
United States and other countries. Every Ohioan can get a library 

card at ANY Ohio public library 
for free! 
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Ancestry Library Edition 
(in-Library Access Only) 

Search Tab: 
 -  Search a specific collection by location 
 -  Find information for specific locations 
  ● Viewing the  ‘Source’ will show what kinds of records each  location has 
   
Special Collections: 
 -  Search to find databases that fit your needs 

Search Resources 
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HeritageQuest 

Search Now: 
 -  Search a specific collection  
 -  Find information for specific collections, cannot search everything at once 
  ● Viewing the  ‘Source’ will show what kinds of records each  location has 
   
Ancestry Library Edition Crossover Collections: 
 -  Use HeritageQuest at home to access some of the same record groups 
  -  Social Security Death Index 

Ohio Public Library Genealogy Databases
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Fold3 

Browse & Search Options: 
 -  Search a specific collection, drill down by location or name 
 -  Use the keyword search to find a name in all records 
 -  Choose a specific collection, then search within 
   
Special Notes: 
 -  Select ‘Description’ when within a specific collection. It can tell you if the collection is 
    complete, what info can be found, and why you may not be able to find your record 
 -  100% Primary documents 
 -  Ties into personal Ancestry.com & FamilySearch accounts 



Newspapers.com 

Notes: 
 
 - Over 4,000 worldwide newspapers, providing primary sources for all time periods. 
 - Exclusive access to several well known and small town newspapers. 
 - Ability to create your own account to save clippings and articles. 
 - Thousands of newspapers that were pulled out of Ancestry Library Edition available. 
 - Supplement the Newspapers.com Obituary Index available in Ancestry Home Edition. 
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OPLIN Subscrip�on Genealogy Databases 
 

African American Heritage 
Ancestry Library Edi�on 

Fold3 
HeritageQuest 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 

Local Library Subscrip�on Databases 
Selected Resources 

 
Cleveland Public Library  

African American Biographical Database 
Call and Post (1934 – 1991) 
Cleveland Necrology File  
FamilySearch Affiliate (in-library only) 
Genealogy Connect  
Plain Dealer Historical 

h�ps://cpl.org/research-learning/genealogy/   
 
Columbus Metro Library  

America’s Obituaries and Death No�ces 
Chronicling America 
Columbus News Index: 1932-1997 

h�p://www.columbuslibrary.org/research/local-history-genealogy  
 
Cuyahoga County Public Library  

America’s Obituaries and Death No�ces 
Cleveland News Index 
Cuyahoga County Historical Marriage License Index: 1810-1998 

h�ps://www.cuyahogalibrary.org/Research/ 
Genealogy.aspx  

 
Dayton Metro Library 

Dayton Obituary Index 
Ohio Death Cer�ficate Index 

h�p://www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/loca�ons/ 
history  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greene County Public Library  
Accessible Archives  
Cincinna� Enquirer (1841 - 1922) 
Images of America: A History of American Life  
NewspaperARCHIVE 

h�ps://greenelibrary.info/research-categories/history-and-
genealogy/  

Public Library of Cincinna� and Hamilton County  
19th Century U.S. Newspapers 
NewsBank: Cincinna� Post 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers 

h�p://www.cincinna�library.org/resources/ 
research.asp?group=10 

 
Washington-Centerville Public Library  

My Heritage Library Edi�on 
NewspaperARCHIVE 
Newspapers.com 

h�ps://wclibrary.info/research/genealogy.asp 

 
Akron-Summit County Public Library  

American Ancestors (in-library only) 
FamilySearch Affiliate (in-library only) 
Find My Past 
Historic Map Works 
Local History Database 
My Heritage Library Edi�on 
Newspaper Archive – Academic Library Edi�on 
Summit Memory 
World War II Database – Summit County 

h�p://www.akronlibrary.org/loca�ons/main-library/special-
collec�ons/genealogy  

 



Q&A Walk-In Session

This is a time for attendees to come to the gym and ask questions from the 
teachers and family history consultants in a one on one setting.  

All questions are welcome.
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 Intro     to     Temple     Work 
 Malachi     4:5-6 
 Doctrine     and     Covenants     110 
 Moses     1:2,6 
 Exodus     3:7-10 
 Genesis     18:18 
 Abraham     2:11 
 Joseph     Smith     History     1:39 
 Jeremiah     43:14-16 
 Luke     24:49 
 Acts     2:1-4 
 Joel     2:28-29 
 Acts     2:25-28 
 Doctrine     and     Covenants     76:52-60 



 How     to     Involve     Children     in     Family     History 

 1.  Build     skills 
 a.  Basic     skills 

 1.  Mouse 
 2.  Cut,     copy,     paste 
 3.  New     tab 
 4.  Logins     and     passwords 
 5.  Typing 
 6.  Cursive 
 7.  Wikipedia 
 8.  Google     Maps 
 9.  READING 

 ii.  Tips     for     teaching     basic     skills 
 1.  Teach     these     during     non-family     history     times 
 2.  Let     them     drive 
 3.  “Look     for     five     seconds,     then     I’ll     tell     you” 
 4.  Point     at     the     key,     slowly     move     finger     down 

 iii.  Resources     for     teaching     basic     skills 
 1.  Typing     club 
 2.  Nitro     Type 
 3.  Geoguessr 

 b.  Genealogy     Concepts 
 1.  Two     meanings     of     “vital     records” 
 2.  Primary     and     secondary     sources 
 3.  Epistemology     (“How     do     we     know     what     we     know?”) 
 4.  Courthouse 
 5.  Cemetery 
 6.  County     and     State     Geography 
 7.  Census 
 8.  Military     Draft 
 9.  Social     Security,     and     its     Index 

 ii.  Tips     for     teaching     genealogy     concepts 
 1.  Family     history     scavenger     hunt     (link     online     at 

 hollybraun.com/involvingchildren) 
 2.  When     there     is     a     birth,     marriage,     or     death,     you 

 can     mention     that     there     is     a     piece     of     paper     that 
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 they     wrote     on     to     remember     all     the     details.     They 
 put     that     paper     in     a     building     downtown.     They     have 
 been     doing     this     for     hundreds     of     years     and     we     can 
 go     back     and     look     at     them     to     remember. 

 3.  Visiting     places     and     holding     objects     connects 
 their     lived     experiences     to     genealogy.     I     like     to 
 make     All     About     Me     books,     that     have     some     pages     not 
 really     all     about     the     child.     This     is     you…     at     your 
 ancestor’s     house!     This     is     you…     at     this     historical 
 site! 

 4.  Historical     Fiction     (link     online     at 
 hollybraun.com/involvingchildren) 

 5.  Ancestor     Scrapbook 
 2.  Build     Interest 

 a.  FamilySearch     Activities     tab 
 b.  BYU     Family     History     Technology     Lab     Games 

 https://familytech.byu.edu/ 
 1.  RelativeFinder.org 
 2.  Record     Quest 

 https://recordquest.familytech.byu.edu/login/ 
 3.  others! 

 c.  Grandparent     Interviews 
 1.  Help     them     prepare     questions 
 2.  Set     up     the     tech 
 3.  Step     in     when     someone     is     misunderstanding     the 

 other 
 d.  Family     History     Mystery 

 1.  Search     for     this     on     churchofjesuschrist.org 
 e.  Ancestor     Cards     (Tutorial     athollybraun.com/involvingchildren) 


