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What is this all about?

Purpose:  To make beginning researchers aware of some 
very simple and very helpful genealogical concepts

The Big Idea

 There are some fundamental ideas that 
all genealogists should know

 These ideas are easy to learn, but are 
rarely taught to folks in a simple fashion
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 The Secret of Index

 Keep a Log to Cut the Fog

 The Secret Helper

 Persistence in the Graveyard

Agenda
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The Secret of Index

Index: Something that serves to guide, point out, 
or otherwise facilitate finding something*

A system for finding things
faster and easier 

 People devise them

 They have a sense of order 

 They have certain rules

 They have special quirks & secrets

*American Heritage Dictionary
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How Do Indexes Work?

Good for Finding
People & Services

You need input
information to start

• Index 1

• Index 2

• Index 3

• and so on ...

Special Storage
Structure

Book
Table

Computer 

Very well-when you know all the parts

You get output
information you want

• Info 1

• Info 2

• Info 3

• and so on ...

In Out
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The Phone Book

They have an 
input

requirement
• A year
• A locality
• A name, item
or service

Special  Structures

White Pages
Yellow Pages

Blue Book
Red Books

Family Name, Business, Service, Agency, Phone, History

They have 
output

information
• Better name
• Address
• Phone number
• Service info

In Out
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Some Quirks

 Hard to find this big book

 Not everybody is in the book

 No listing of who is not listed

 Good for only one year (at best)

 Does not always use common terms

 Can’t find soil under soil, try landscape materials

 Has index in the front of yellow pages

Quirk: A peculiarity of behavior
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Some Secrets

 There are books of “reverse” indexes

 Index on phone number, get name

 Index on location, get phone number

 Index on service, get phone number

 There are “Online” phone books

 White pages, yellow pages, service pages

 There are reverse pages 

 There are international pages

 Before the phonebook there was the city directory

 There are things called “index of indexes”
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Soundex

A phonetic index that groups names that 
sound alike but are spelled differently

• Developed in 1918 by Robert Russell and Margaret Odell

• Used on parts of 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930 Censuses

• American Soundex has computer versions called Miracode

• Used by Fed for passenger arrival lists, border crossings, naturalizations

• Used by counties for courthouse records, driver’s licenses

• Used by Ancestry, Internet companies in search engines & spell checkers

The names Caitlin and Catelynn both have the same Soundex code, and
the names Smith and Smythe have the identical encoding 
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Soundex: Coding Names

A system designed to help you find information

The input side is the  
last name

• Last Name

Rules for changing 
the name to a 

phonetic character
code

The output side is a
4-character 
representation
of the name

• Soundex code
In Out

Rootsweb:   https://sites.rootsweb.com/~nedodge/transfer/soundexlist.htm
Stephen Morse:  https://stevemorse.org/census/soundex.html
Daitch-Mokotoff Soundex: https://www.avotaynu.com/soundex.htm
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Soundex Uses

Helps in finding alternate name spellings (e.g., Story, Storie, & Storee)

• Census records

• Passenger ship records

• Military records

• Tax & legal records

• Citizenship records

• Many other records

Find 
Information
in Sources

Soundex
Code

Plus other
indices

Soundex Tables for:
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Soundex Name Code:  Basic Rules

Porcello = P o r c e l l o = P r c l = P624

 First letter of the last name is the
first character of the four in the code

 Cancel out the vowels, (A, E, I, O, U) 
and the letters H, W, & Y

 Cancel out the double consonants

 From the left, assign numbers to the 
consonants (total of four characters)

 1 = b, f, p, v  4 = l

 2 = c, g, j, k, q, s, x, z  5 = m, n

 3 = d, t  6 = r

Porcello P624

Name In Code Out

P    6    2    4
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Porcello Example

Step 1. Convert Porcello to Soundex code P624
Step 2. Go to FamilySearch, look for Catalog—Input United States “Connecticut”
Step 3. Select Census-1920-Indexes (1), find the Soundex index

Step 4.  Find P624 in range and double click on the camera to open the listing
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Porcello Soundex Card

Census
Location

Great Grandmother

1920

Image 4802 of 5447 In file 9016324 

Also Angellena Porcello, Angela Curto, Angel
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Info on the Soundex Card

 Head of Household

 Family members

 Other persons

 Census Year, State

 County, Special District

 Enumeration District

 Volume, page, sheet, line

Found in Census

Use the Soundex card to find the individual in the census 
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Example: Michele (Michael) Amato  
Naturalization Soundex Card

Great Grandfather

Citizen
1889

Address
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Soundex Quirks

Not all documents have been soundexed

 Some documents are soundexed for 
certain years, or certain states

 Soundexing does not mean completely
covered or exhaustively covered

After finding the Soundex (name) code, the order of the names
is listed alphabetically by first name

This means Alfred, Alice, Arnold, Betty, Benjamin, and so on..

 Soundex is really an index to an index (sneaky thought here)

Fundamental Mysteries I 18

Keep a Research Log to Cut the Fog

Keep running notes about your research: It will be of great help 
and save you enormous time and energy

A system for keeping things you 
found and did not find

 Date of Event (yyyy-mm-dd)

 Activity performed or objective

 Results or lack of results

 Reference or research source

 Special comments, notes, or follow-up

ã13 ã14
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Example Research Log

A simple “fill in the blank” form that tracks your activities

This can be for a continuous search or just one effort

Sun, Oct 29 at 1:57 PM
https://static.coreapps.net/rootstech2019/handouts/b5d95ba9-a0a1-4b32-ac6f-a0a008ec1979_1.pdf

Diana Elder's research logs: https://static.coreapps.net/rootstech2019/handouts/b5d95ba9-a0a1-4b32-ac6f-a0a008ec1979_1.pdf
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What Are You After?

Grandfather
Matteo
Porcello

B. 1898

Grandmother
Antonina
(Alfano)
Porcello

B. 1903

Where were these people in 1920?
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Thinking About it

1.  Where are the locations?

2.  What do you make out of the information?

3.  What information is missing?

New York City

Yonkers, NY

Thompsonville, CT

Ended up here

WWI

Nothing here

Nothing here

Grandpa Matteo Porcello
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How Does the Log Work?

Very well, when you know all the parts

Objective: Find Marriage Certificate

1. Searching for Matteo Porcello in 
Yonkers, NY 1920 Census

2. Searching for Matteo Porcello in 
Thompsonville, CT 1920 Census

3. Talked to Uncle Tony 
4. Talked to Cousin Angie

5. Searched for marriage certificate
in Yonkers, NY

Results

Did not find him in Yonkers

Found Porcello’s, but not him

Grandma born in NYC
Grandpa returned from WW1

No marriage certificate
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The Log Catches the Holes

• Not found in Yonkers, NY 1920 Census

• Does not mean not there

• Not found in Thompsonville, CT 1920 
Census

• Does not mean not there

• First child born in Yonkers, NY 1921

• War story most believable (what story?)

• Next Step:  Search for marriage 
certificate in Thompsonville, CT
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Nice Find, Huh!
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Log Secrets

• Logs expose holes in your knowledge

• Re-reading the logs is like talking 
with the family ghost

• Logs keeps track of your progress

• Logs break mental log jams

• Logs are a place holder in your life

• Shows you things remaining to do

• Keeping a log makes you look smart

• Keeping a log makes you smart

• Note: Marriage 31 August 1920, got 
missed in both censuses
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The Secret Helper

Antonino
Porcello

1853 -1916

Matteo 
Porcello

1898-1974

Angellena
Curto

1867 -1942

Great Grandfather Great Grandmother

Grandfather

No Records Here

Need Some Help
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Found Great
Grandma

• Born in Naro, Sicily

• Province of Girgento

• Date of Birth: 1 March 1875

From family discussions:

Italian Birth Certificate Naro, Sicily

• Born at 7:00 AM

• Father: Cologero Curto (24)

• Mother: Cologera Bennici (27)

• Lived near Saint Caterina

• Child’s name was Angela Curto
as spelled in the document

From the document:
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What About
Great Grandpa?

• Born in Naro, Girgento, Sicily

• Date of Birth: 22 Sep 1853

• Born at 11:00 AM

• Father: Elia Porcello

• Mother: Angela Toscanova

• Child’s name: Antonino

• Is this the right Antonino?

• What about the note?

Italian Birth Certificate Naro, Sicily

From family discussions:

From the document:
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What Note?

• The note at the top of the page!

• 1884 - 1853 = 31 

• Who did this and why? (118) A secret helper
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Persistence in the Graveyard

Persistence: The thing that makes you continue 
on when you thought you already gave up*

“If You Want to Find Porcello’s Go 
to the Cemetery”

 People have selective memory

 People repeat what they hear 

 Repetition is not always truth

 “Strange things” happen in graveyards!

* Mike Garrambone
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Where is Antonino Porcello?

Antonino
Porcello

1853-1916

Antonina
Alfano

1903 -1978

Matteo 
Porcello

1898-1974

Angellena
Curto

1867-1942

Salveria
Guagliardo
Unk-Unk

Salvatore
Alfano

Bef 1875-Aft 1943

Porcello Lineage

“He died in NYC when a horse cart rolled into him”
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He Is Not Found in NYC!

St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Thompsonville, CT

Three I was told aboutFound by accident

X

It happened here

Many “give-up” places to return home

Entrance
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PORCELLO

Father
John Porcello
1895      1977

Mother
Lillian A Porcello

1899      1985

PORCELLO

“If You Want to Find Porcello’s Go 
to the Cemetery”

 The Monument

 Now, look down!
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Something said, “continue on”

• The Porcello Monument

• Great Aunts and Uncles

• Grass under my feet

• The Discovery

• Why did this happen?

It was supposed to happen!
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Summary

• Many fundamental things to know

• So simple -- we forget to see them

• There are quirks to every system

• People are people

• Beware of human factors

• Pass on the secrets
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Contact Information

Mr. Michael W. Garrambone

4138 Quail Bush Drive

Dayton, Ohio 45424

: H: 937-233-3255

:

: mgarrambone@aol.com
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