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The Genealogical Proof Standard 

1. Reasonably exhaustive research 

2. Complete, accurate citations to the source or sources of each information item 

3. Tests – through processes of analysis and correlation of all sources, information items, and 

evidence. 

4. Resolution of conflicts among evidence items 

5. Soundly reasoned, coherently written conclusion 
Analysis and Correlation 

Analysis Correlation 

The process of breaking a complex topic or 

substance into smaller parts in order to gain a 

better understanding of it. A thorough study. 

The process of establishing a relationship or 

connection between phenomena or things. 

Three parts: sources, information items, and evidence 

Sources: documents, books, certificates, journals, etc. 

 

Information items: items within a source. 

● Witnesses, probate records, journal entry, etc. 

 

Evidence: how an item answers a research question 

The Big Four                                              

In Beginning Foundations of Research 

**Note: All of these have to do with money** 

Census Records 

● 1850, 1860, 1870 ask about the value 

of real estate and/or personal property 

● 1900 asks about occupation 

● 1910 asks about employment, 

property owned, rented, or mortgaged 

● 1930 asks about employment 

Vital Records 

● May lead to previous unknown 

children who may have died early.  

Probate Records 

● Concerns the distribution of wealth to 

heirs. 

● May contain an inventory of the estate 

Land Records 

● Plat maps give a bird’s eye of your 

ancestor’s property their neighbors 

● Will take you to tax records 

**Follow the money…then follow the people who want the money** 
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Check www.familysearch.org often for these census headings, found in two groups: 1790-1860 

and 1870-1930. 
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For documents: insert into a document with citation at the top. This way the citations follows the 

document. 

 

Sample Research Journal: 

 

 


