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Today we may say aloud before an awe-struck world, 
‘We are still masters of our fate. We still are captain 

of our souls.  Winston Churchill, 9 Sep 1941 

 

What are the British Isles? 

1. England  4.  Northern Ireland 
2. Wales   5.  Republic of Ireland 
3. Scotland  6.  Isle of Man 
                                          7.  Channel Islands 

 

 

Four principal British migrations:  

1. Puritans, mostly middle class, from 
eastern counties of England to 
Massachusetts Colony, 1629-1640. 
 
2. Small Cavalier elite, some middle 
class, and a large group of indentured 
servants from western and southern 
English counties to Virginia Tidewater 
area, 1642-1675. 

3. Quakers from north midland counties 
of England and Wales to Delaware Valley 
(Pennsylvania) 1675-1725. 
 
4. English-speaking people from the 
northern counties of England, Scottish 
lowlands and Province of Ulster (Scots-
Irish) to Appalachian backcountry of 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Carolinas, 
1718-1775.    

 

Scots-Irish Immigration: 

First wave:  1717-1718 (about 5,000 
came) 
Reason:  drought, rent-racking (James 
McGregor – Boston) 
Second wave:  1725-1729  (English 
Parliament concerned) 
Large Protestant congregations 
Third wave:  1740-1741   
Famine; 400,000 died in Ireland 

Fourth wave:  1754-1755   
Drought in Ulster, propaganda from North 
Carolina 
Fifth wave:  1771-1775  (high rents led to 
eviction) 
Headright system used; 100 acres/man, 
50 acres/women and children.  Belfast  
Charleston, SC.  Ships filled. 
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Go to FamilySearch.org.  Register for a free account. 

1. Click on “Search” tab at top of page. 
2. Click on “Wiki” or “Research Wiki”. 
3. Enter the area or topic you are researching. 
4. Watch for blue hyperlinks throughout the article and the right sidebar. 

The maps are clickable: 

 

Click on the county, parish, or shire you want to research in, or the clickable links in the 
chart below: 
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Learning Using FamilySearch:                                                                                      ↓ 

 

1. On the FamilySearch sign-in screen, go to the top left 🡪 “Get Help” 
2. Drop-down menu will take you to “Help Center”. 
3. Type in “British Isles”.  

a. There will be many courses available to teach you. 
b. Most will have a handout. 
c. Some are as short as twenty minutes, others may be one-hour long. 
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Helpful Websites 

British Isles:  https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/British_Isles  

Collins, Audrey, What is Britain?:  https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/lessons/what-is-britain  

Irish Flax Grower’s List, 1796:  https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3732/  

The 1718 Migration:   https://www.ancestryireland.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/The_1718_Migration.pdf  

New England Scots: http://nutfieldgenealogy.blogspot.com  

PRONI (Public Record Office of Northern Ireland) Church Records:  
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/publications/proni-guide-church-
records?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=sft-dha-nl-
161124&utm_content=899651_FTI161124&utm_medium=email   

Scots-Irish Genealogy Toolkit:  http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/scots-irish-genealogy-toolkit  

The Scots in Ulster; The First Scottish Migrations, 1606-1641:  
http://www.ulsterheritage.com/maps/ScotsInUlsterSurnamesMap.pdf  

The Scots-Irish DNA Project:  http://thescotsirish.blogspot.com/2016/01/scots-irish-dna-project-update-2-
jan.html?spref=fb  
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