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Agenda

• Introduction

• Italian Linkages

• The Country

• The Records

• Examples

• The Migration

• Your Search

• Collaboration
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Italy

Size: 116,341 Sq miles

Population: 58.76 Million

Religion: 84% RC

Largest Cities: 

Rome 2,761,503

Milan 1,401,152

Naples    1,046,797

Turin 917,060
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Introduction

• The People

• The Country 

• The Heritage

• The Family

• The Church

• The Music

• The Food

• The Arts

• The Architecture

When you think of Italians, you think of:
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Three Basic Research Facts

1.  Full Original Name (nome, cognomen (surname))

– For example, Antonino Porcello 

– Watch for variations in spellings (e.g., A. Porchella)

2.  Approximate Date of Birth (nascita)

– For example, 10 December 1888 (note 4 digit year)

– Estimates (Son’s birth year = fathers birth year + 20)

3. Location of Birth or town (comune) 

– Country and region

– Provinces and towns

To find people, you need three basic facts
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1.  Finding the Name

• Talk to Relatives (Best and Worst way)
– Gather existing documents  

– Watch for mistakes, watch for omissions

• Research Documents
– For example, there is a son born named Pietro

– You find a son in a census named Peter

• Search Heirlooms
– Travel cards, religious articles

– Family Bibles, photographs

– Passports, newspaper clippings

You may find variations, but you need the Italian name

1 2
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Italian Naming Ideas

Groom Father Groom Mother Bride Father Bride Mother

Matteo Anna

Groom

AntoinetteSalvatore

Bride

Matteo Anna AntoinetteSalvatore

First FemaleFirst Male Second Male Second Female

Grand Parents Aunts/Uncles SaintsRelatives

Other Children’s Names
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2. Finding the Birth Date

• Many Sources
– Birth Records

– Baptism Records

– Marriage Announcements

– Marriage records

– Death records 

– School records

– Censuses (watch the spellings)

– Passenger Ship records

– Family Bibles

Expect errors, omissions, bad memories, bad estimates, enhancements

• Other Sources
– Military records 

– Draft card records  

– Naturalization records

– Wills & Court records

– Adoption records

– Insurance records 

– Discharge records

– Employment records

– Obituaries

Italian Genealogy I 9

Looking for a Birth Date

Rachael Amato’s Baptism Certificate, Born 13 Jan 1891, 
Baptized 22 Jan 1891 Parish of Saint Anthony, 151 Thompson St. NYC

Italian Genealogy I 10

Passenger Ship Searching

The Market Garden at http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/nnship19.shtml
World Vital Records at http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/indexinfo.aspx?ix=ellisisland

1892-1924
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Passenger Ship Record


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3. Birth Location

• Milan
• Turin
• Genoa
• Bologna
• Verona
• Padua
• Trieste
• Venice
• Livorno
• Florence
• Pisa
• Rome

Major Cities
Northern Italy

Corsica
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Birth Location

• Rome
• Foggia
• Naples
• Bari
• Salerno
• Taranto
• Cosenza
• Calabria
• Palermo
• Catania
• Cagliari

Sardinia

Sicily

Major Cities
Southern Italy
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Italian 
Regions

Abruzzo

Basilicata

Calabria

Campania

Emilia-Romagna

Friuli-Venezia
Giulia

Lazio

Liguria

Lombardia

Marche

Twenty Regions

Molise

Piemonte

Puglia

Sardegna

Sicilia

Toscana

Trentino-Alto
Adige

Umbria

Valle D’Aosta

Veneto
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110 Italian Provinces

http://www.ezilon.com/about-italy.htm
Four more in
left reference
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Locating a City

Family History Library Locality Catalog Italy

Italy, Rieti, Castelfranco - Church Records

Italy, Agrigento, Naro - Civil Registrations

Italy, Matera, Stigliano - Church Records

Country
(Paese)

Province
(Provincia)

Town
(Comune)

Information

Regioni ?
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Finding City File Information

ITALY, AGRIGENTO, NARO - CIVIL REGISTRATION

Naro (Agrigento). Ufficio dello stato civile.
Stato civile, 1821-1865. -- Salt Lake City : Filmati dalla
Genealogical Society of Utah,. 1988.  In 20 bobine di
microfilm: 16 mm

Microfilm dei registri originali nell’ Archivio de Stato, Agrigento.
Mircofilm di alta riduzione (42x) Adoperate una macchina de alto 
ingrandimento
Births, Marriages,  Banns,  Deaths.
Include indici parziali

Nati, morti, notificazioni- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1468162
matrimoni 1821 -1823

Nati, morti, notificazioni- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1468163
matrimoni 1823-1825

20
Rolls

Partial
Indices
(nice) Film

Order Numbers

Contents
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Sicily

• Palermo
• Messina
• Catania
• Syracuse
• Ragusa
• Enna
• Licata
• Agrigento
• Sciacca
• Marsala
• Trapani
• Alcamo

Major Cities

13 14
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Naro in Agrigento, Sicily

Naro
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Juicy Records

• Civil Records
– Birth records  

– Marriage records 

– Death records

– Census

– Naturalization

– Military, land, & tax

• Church Records
– Baptism records

– Marriage Announcements

– Marriage records

– Death records

United States Records Italian Records

• Civil Records (Stato Civile)
– Birth record  (Nascita)

– Marriage records 

– Death records

– Census (cencimento)

– Military, land & tax

• Church Records
– Baptism records

– Marriage Announcements

– Marriage records

Combinations
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Things to Know About Italian Records

• Some Italian history

• Where to find records

• How to get them

• How they are arranged 

• Standard forms

• Concept of index

• Vocabulary (key words)

• Handwriting Styles

• Changes over time

• The City States

• Council of Trent (1564)

• Napoleon Era (1796)

• End of Napoleon Era (1815)

• il Risorgimento (1860’s)

• The Kingdom of Italy (1870)

• Reunification-Migration
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Migration

• Genoa

• Napoli
• Liverno

• Messina
• Palermo
• Vincenza

• New York
• Boston
• Baltimore
• Philadelphia
• New Orleans

• San Francisco
• Los Angeles
• Seattle
• Canada
• Mexico & others

From Ports

To Ports
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Passenger Ship Records

They just didn’t swim!

Ellis Island Foundation

S. S. San Giorgio
Sailing from Palermo
28 Jan 1913
Arrived Port of New York
15 Feb 1913
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Family History Center Records 
(FamilySearch)

More on this later
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Arranged by Locality

• Anno (year)

• Provincia (province)

• Distretto (district)

• Comune (city or town)

• Type records (b, b, n, m, d)

• Indexed/non-indexed records

• Grouped records

• Municipal records

Help, I can’t
read Italian
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Yes, you can!   Especially the key words

1-Uno
2-due
3-tre
4-quattro
5-cinque
6-sei
7-sette
8-otto
9-nove
10-dieci
11-undici
40-quaranta
60-sessanta
70-settanta
100- cento
1000-mille

1st-primo
2nd-secondo
3rd-terzo
4th-quarto
5th-quinto
6th-sesto
7th-settimo
8th-ottavo
9th-nono
10th-decimo
Year-anno
Month-mese
Day-giorno/di
Hour-ore

January-gennaio
February-febbraio
March-marzo
April-aprile
May-maggio
June-giugno
July-luglio
August-agosto
September-settembre
October-ottobre
November-novembre
December-dicembre
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Some Additional Key Words

Mayor-sindaco
Official-ufficiale
City-città
Act of-atto di
Certificate-certificato
Profession-professione
Parish-parrocchia
Parish priest-parroco
Priest-sacerdote
Bishop-vescovo
Time-tempo
Witnesses-testimoni
Notice-indicazione
Page-foglio

Mr-signore
Mrs-signora
father-padre
mother-madre
husband-marito
wife-moglie
son-figlio
daughter-figlia
baby (m)-bambino
baby (f)-bambina
grandmother-nonna
grandfather-nonno
aunt-zia
uncle-zio

birth-nascita
baptism-battesimo
marriage-matrimonio
banns-solenne promessa di 

celebrare matrimonio
death-morto
name-nome
surname-cognome
parents-genitori
great grandfather-

bisnonno
great grandmother-

bisnonna
as above-come sopra

Italian Genealogy I 28

Vocabulary (get this word list)

(34071)
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Atrocious Italian Hand Writing

Rosa

Rosina

Rosa

Rosa

2

3

4

16

17

29

31

34

47

49

50

127
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Example Birth Record (top half)
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Example Birth Record (Bottom Half)

Italian Genealogy I 32

Book References

Harper Collins Italian Dictionary,
Harper & Row: New York, 1990 
(ISBN 0-06-055253-0)

Nelson, Lynn. Discovering Your Italian 
Ancestors, Betterway Books: Cincinnati, 
Ohio 1997 (ISBN 1-55870-426-4)

Cole, Trafford R.  Italian Genealogical 
Records, Ancestry Incorporated: Salt 
Lake City, 1995 (ISBN 0-916489-58-2)

Colletta, John Philip. Finding Italian 
Roots, Betterway Books: Cincinnati, 
Ohio 1997.  (ISBN 1-55870-426-4)
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Terrific FHL and other Italian 
Reference Materials

• Family History Publications

– Family History Library Catalog (30968)

– Italian Genealogical Word List (34071)

– Italian Letter-Writing Guide (36338)

– Italian Research Outline (34113)

• Books and Other Helps

– Nelson, Lynn. Discovering Your Italian
Ancestors, Betterway Books: Cincinnati,
Ohio 1997, (ISBN 1-55870-426-4)

– Harper Collins Italian Dictionary Harper
& Row, New York, 1990 (ISBN 0-06-055253-0)

– Colletta, John P.  They Came in Ships. Ancestry Publishing, 1998
( ISBN: 0-91648-942-6), 109 pages

All on the FamilySearch
Website: www.familysearch.org
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The San Giorgio
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Summary

• Italy is a beautiful country with great people and great records

• We need a good name, birthdate and location to find folks

• There are many records in the US and in Italian archives

• Italy is divided into regions, provinces, and towns

• Maps and historical knowledge are very helpful to your search

• You can learn some key words to understand records

• Old Italian handwriting is challenging but records can be read

• Today, we learned to read an 1800 Italian birth record

• Help is available to assist in finding and reading records 

Remember, Tartaglia could never have out fought Sonny!
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Point of Contact Information

Mr. Michael W. Garrambone

4138 Quail Bush Drive

Dayton, Ohio 45424

: home 937-233-3255

: mgarrambone@aol.com
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