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Introduction

SometimeS we are motivated
by a magic force

we don’t know what cauSeS thiS
but we can’t Stop doing reSearch till it iS done

thiS iS a Story about Such reSearch
and yeS, it ended up being a very good 

Where?

It is never done
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• intro to ireland
• how thiS Study Started
• genealogy bad & good
• QueStionS to be anSwered
• beginning deep Search

• people & localitieS
• family Search
• findingS &meaningS
• learning along the way
• Joy and happineSS?

Agenda
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i met thiS woman who aSked what i did

How Did this Start

I work and do family research.
I’m a genealogist and volunteer

librarian at the Fairborn
FamilySearch Center

maybe you could help me find my family
and where they came from in ireland

Of course, but we need three things
1. A good name
2. A date of birth
3. A birth location

Oh, she said, “I don’t have any of those.”
Genealogist

SHOCK!
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the card

A Week Later she gave me a 3X5 Card

Ireland

• McNeil, McNeal, McNeel, McNeill
O’Neil, Oneal, MacNeil, MacNeal

• Glynn, Glenn, Glinn, Glenn
O’Glynn, Glen, Gwen, Ginn

many poSSible SpellingS
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firSt rule of genealogy:  thoSe who deSire the reSearch
giveS the “reSearcher all the information they poSSeSS”

Not much to go on!

So, what elSe can you tell me?

1. They lived in Springfield and London, Ohio
2. They were Irish and spoke Gaelic at home (grandparents)
3. They were very very Roman Catholic
4. They attended St. Raphael Catholic Church in Springfield

“Oh yeah”, I said, “I can probably do this.
I went to an Irish Roman Catholic Grade School

and survived kindergarten to sixth grade.”

Second rule of genealogy:  the reSearcher doeS not
believe anything Said or provided (reSearch it yourSelf)

Pure 
dumbness & 
enthusiasm
on my part!
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moStly nothing at all 

Where is Ireland

United Kingdom (UK)
• Scotland
• Northern Ireland
• England
• Wales

Ireland Names
Ireland, Free Ireland,

E’ire, Republic of Ireland
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moStly nothing at all 

What I Know about Ireland?

Ireland Ohio
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ireland
tall:  265 mi
wide:  214 mi
area:  27,113 SQ mi

ohio
tall: 226 mi
wide: 230 mi
area: 44,825 SQ mi

ohio iS bigger!

How Big is Ireland?

10

Things to Know about Civil Land Divisions

united StateS
• StateS
• countieS
• townShipS

ireland
• provinceS
• baronieS
• countieS

other diviSionS
• poor law union
• religiouS

Ireland Provinces & Counties
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Some History of Ireland & Immigration
Time Event
1066 Normans Invade Ireland
1169 England controls Ireland
1541 Henry VIII declared king of Ireland
1608 English Protestants invade N. Ireland
1620 Cromwell invades, takes 80% of land
1692 Catholicism forbidden, no voting
1840 Beginning of large immigration to US
1845 Great Potato Famine – 3 years
1916 Irish Nationalists want independence
1919 Civil War for Northern Ireland
1921 Irish Free State (independent of UK)
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i did the wrong thing, i Should have Started with one perSon

Search Begins in the US
I immediately went for records on McNeil’s and Glynn’s
• Lots of room for misspellings, dates were weak (1870-1940)
• Not sure where they lived (US?, Ohio?, Ireland?)

Records Online
• Death Certificate
• 1930 US Census Springfield, Ohio
• 1920 US Census Springfield, Ohio
• 1910 US Census, Springfield, Ohio
• 1900 US Census, Springfield, Ohio
• Find a Grave: Calvary Cemetery (Catholic)
• Birth Registration, Madison County, Ohio
• Marriage Certificate, Clark County, Ohio

Wm was born in 1874, so he should have been in the 1880 to 1930 US Census

Some wires are crossed here!  names, dates, locations

Places to Visit
• Springfield Probate Court
• St Raphael Catholic Church (Irish)
• Calvary Catholic Cemetery
• Clark County Historical Society
• Rudy’s Smokehouse, Springfield
• Madison County Courthouse
• Madison County Gen. Society
• Madison County Historic Society

I pity the fool
who first starts off 
looking in Ireland
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Death Record for Wm W. McNeil

E

lucky find
for me

Born 26 Jan 1874
Died 23 May 1939

Informant
Mrs. Edna McNeil
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Looking at the 1930 US Census, Springfield, Clark, Ohio

William McNeil, age 56, is living with Son, Albert A. McNeil and wife Gladys J. McNeil in 1930
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1920 US Census: Springfield Township, Clark Co, Ohio

Wm W. McNeil  (45), Ohio
Ellen  (44), Ireland IM 1889

NA 1893
Edith (25)
Edna (24)
Elouise (21)
Willard (15)
Irene (13)
Albert (9)

Married 1893
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too bad about the recordS -- but, i bet i could eaSily find them

1910 US Census: Clark Co, Ohio

Wm W. McNeil  (36), Ohio
Ellen  (35), Ireland
Edith (16)
Edna (14)
Elouise (12)
Willard (6)
Irene (4)
Albert (not born yet)

Married 1893
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too bad about the recordS -- but, i bet i could eaSily find them

Wm

Wm McNeil  (Jan 1874)
Ellen (Dec 1874)

Mary Edith (Mar 1894)
Ellen Edith (Nov 1895)
Gertrude (Jun 1898)

Patrick McNeil (Jan 1863)
Mary (Jun 1869)

Marie (May 1896)

Patrick Glynn (Jan 1864)
Mary (Dec 1869)

Elizabeth (Feb 1898)

Bridget Glynn (Jul 1834)

Martin Glynn (1878)
Annie (May 1880)

John (Jan 1899)

Bri

Mar

Pat

Pat











1900 US Census: Clark Co, Ohio
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we all end up here

Calvary Cemetery (Catholic) Springfield

William McNeil
B: 26 Jan 1874, Madison Co, Ohio
D: 23 May 1939, Clark Co, Ohio

Ellen Glynn McNeil
B: 1875, USA ??
D: 1928, Clark Co, Ohio

Two children noted:
Mary Edith McNeil Donohoue, 1894-1961
Irene McNeil Stevenson 1907-1995
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Wm McNeal [McNeil] Birth Record
Study the turf, the time, the localitieS, & exiSting recordS

Madison County “Records of Birth” (not a birth certificate)
William McNeal [McNeil] 26 Jan 1874, Jefferson, Madison, Ohio
Parents: John McNeal [McNeil] and Ann Corigam [Corrigan]
Birth Register (Madison County, Ohio) 1867-1881, Vol 1
Image 195 of 343 Images (Under Mc) found 20 Feb 2023
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Wm & Ellen Marriage 20 Jun 1893

Marriage
20 Jun 1893
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What Did I Find

Found records on William McNeil and Ellen Glynn
• Found misspellings, weak dates 
• Living in Springfield.  Wm was born in Ohio, Ellen was born in Ireland

I got lucky in finding William McNeil and wife Ellen Glynn
• Name:  William W. McNeil, born Madison County, Ohio, 26 Jan 1874
• Wife: not cited died before 1939
• He died:  Springfield, Clark County, Ohio, 3 May 1939
• Father:  John McNeil, born West Jefferson, Ohio
• Mother:  Dorothy Ellen McNeil, born in Ireland
• Informant:  Miss Edna McNeil (likely his child)
• Wm Buried in Calvary Cemetery Clark County, Ohio

I can’t recall where I got all this stuff

You can always gather more than you can analyze

i am now “overwhelmed”

(Not so)
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Solution to the Dilemma

do the thingS they teach you to do

“Do Things” List
1. Gather all the information about a person
2. Make a pedigree chart on the individual
3. Select what is missing from the chart
4. Identify your research question
5. Write down your research objective(s)
6. Identify where to find the information
7. Prioritize where to look first
8. Create your research log
9. Identify your sources in the log
10. Describe what you found or did not find
11. Indicate your next move
12. Talk to your collaborator
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Seek Assistance

Do what they tell you or suffer their wrath

find Someone to collaborate with

enliSt a mentor to guide you

beg a librarian to help Search

obtain a guru to SuggeSt

hiJack an expert to reviSe

get a conSigliere to beat SenSe into you
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Start the Research Log

Genealogical Techniques:
• Keep track of everything
• Write everything down
• Scan, clip, capture
• Save to well-labeled file(s)
• Include “no finds”
• People’s names, images
• Organizations, numbers
• Locations, hours, routes
• Photos taken or borrowed
• Site topics and URLs

15 pages and growing

Reread it often
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Get a Map

I got three counties worth 
of kin that expect a 
certain amount of 

research for this project. 
I'm just trying to save us     

a lot of bloodletting.
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On the Road (Springfield, Ohio)

St. Raphael RC Church

Calvary RC Cemetery

Clark Co. Public Library

Clark Co. Historic Soc.

Clark Co. Probate Court Archdiocese of Cincinnati
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More Collaborative Records

Mary Glynn & Patrick McNeil William’s 1918 Draft Card

1908 Springfield City Directory
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Additional Collaborative Records

William’s Obit Ellen’s Obit 

Irish
Roman Catholic

Marriage

23 May 1939

20 Apr 1928
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Calvary Cemetery Visit (McNeil and Glynn)

Bridget Kenny Glynn
Jul 1834 - 10 Oct 1918

Mary Conroy Glynn
14 Dec 1864 - 25 Mar 1931

Patrick Glynn
1866 -7 May 1910

Robert H Glynn
1913 - 1992

Thomas E Glynn
1906 - 1987

Thomas W Glynn
1944 - 1988

Stan Spitler, Calvary Catholic Cemetery Springfield, Ohio 937-323-7474 www.calvaryspringfieldoh.org

Where is Ellen Glynn McNeil?
Yes, she too is at Calvary - Story? Interred Dates?

30

Calvary Cemetery, 3155 East Possum Road
Springfield, Ohio 45502, 937-323-7474
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The Glynn’s in 1900 US Census Springfield, Clark, Ohio

Cluster Genealogy
32

Bridget Glynn Information

(3 Apr 2023) MWG
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Sources of Information

FamilySearch.org:  Individual and Tree Searches
Ancestry.com: Individual, Tree Searches, Census
Find a Grave:  Calvary Cemetery, St. Benard Cemetery (in Springfield)
Cemetery caretakers and administrators and Record keepers
St. Joseph/St. Raphael Roman Catholic Parish (in Springfield)
Vital Records: 1867-20 Dec 1908:  County Probate, 1908 – Present:  Bureau of Vital Statistics
Birth Records, (depends, dee above), 
Marriage Records (depends, see above)
Death Records, Clark County Clerks Office
Online Ohio Death Records & Indexes https://www.deathindexes.com/ohio/index.html
Maps:  Streets and Trips, Google Earth 
Clark County Genealogical Society, Sun Newspapers, Death Records, Obits
State of Ohio Library (Columbus, Ohio) Obits
Ohio History Connection (Columbus, Ohio) Various Records, State Newspapers
Military Registration, Ancestry, Civil War Rolls from state
Naturalization Records, Ancestry and Ohio Clark County
Ship Records (No Luck, need departure and entry port, timeframe of arrival, name)
Ireland Land Divisions: https://www.dochara.com/the-irish/roots/land-divisions/
Ohio Obituaries Index 1810s-recent from the Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Center
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William W McNeil & Dorothy Ellen Glynn Tree

Eugene J
Donohoue

B: 13 Sep 1889
D:

Joseph 
Glynn

B:  , Ireland
M:
D: 

Bridget
Kenney

B Jul 1834, 
Ireland
IM 1890

D: 10 Oct 1918

Mary Edith
McNeil

B: 23 Mar 1894
Clark, Ohio

IM: 1889
M: 20 Apr 1920
D: 20 Jul 1925

William W
McNeil

B: 26 Jan 1874
Ohio

D: 23 May 1939

Dorothy Ellen
Glynn

B: Dec 1874, 
Ireland

IM: 1889
M: 20 Jun 1893
D: 20 Apr 1928

Edward Joseph
Lewe (Lee)

B: 18 Dec 1898 
D:

Eloise Gertrude
McNeal

B: 24 Jun 1898
Clark, OH

M:
D:

Williard P
McNeil
B: 1904

Clark, OH
D: 16 Apr 1904

St Pat Cem

Gladys Louise
Husted

B: 28 Feb 1908
M: 2 Dec 1929
D: 23 Oct 2002
Licking Co,OH

Albert Anthony
McNeil

B: 16 Apr 1910
Clark, OH

M: 25 Oct 1896
D: 28 May 1970 

William J
Stevenson

B: 1903
M: 20 Jun 1893

D: 1982

Irene Patricia
McNeil

B: 10 Jul 1907
Clark, Ohio

M: 16 Apr 1927
D: 28 Feb 1995 

Dayton Mont. OH

Dorothy
McNeil

B: 5 Nov 1900
Clark, OH

D: 15 Nov 1900
St Pat Cem

John
McNeil

B:  , Ireland
M:
D: 

Ann
Corrigan

B 1834, Ireland
N:
IM
D:

William Earl
Rentz

B: 10 Jul 1893
Columbus, OH
D: 10 Dec 1986

California

Ellen Edna
McNeil

B: 28 Nov 1895
Clark, Ohio

M: 20 Apr 1920
D: 20 Jul 1925
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Joseph Glynn and Bridget Kenney Tree

Bridget
Glynn

B: 2 Feb 1868, 
Ireland

IM: 1889
M: 20 Jun 1893
D: 12 Sep 1940

Joseph 
Glynn

B:  Ireland
M:
D: 

Bridget
Kenney

B Jul 1834 
Ireland
IM 1890

D: 10 Oct 1918
Calvary Cem.

John
Ohara

B: 1857, 
Ireland

IM: 1889
D: 20 Jul 1925

William W
McNeil
B: 1857,

Ohio
D: 20 Jul 1925

Dorothy Ellen
Glynn

B: Dec 1874, 
Ireland

IM: 1889
M: 20 Jun 1893
D: 20 Apr 1928

Martin
Glynn

B: 1878, 
Ireland

IM: 1889
D: 22 Sep 1938

Anna M
Barrett
B: 1880
Ireland

IM:
M: 2 Aug 1898
D: 3 Jan 1963

Patrick C
Glynn

B: 1864
Ireland

IM:
M: 2 Aug 1898
D: 7 May 1910

Jane Ann 
(Jennie)
Glynn

B: Aug 1879
Ireland

IM:
M: 25 Oct 1896

D: 1939

William
Casey

B: Aug 1879
Ireland

IM:
M: 25 Oct 1896

D:   

Mary
Glynn

B: Dec 1869
Ireland

IM:
M: 20 Jun 1893
D: 20 Apr 1928

Patrick
McNeil

B: Jan 1864
Ohio

M: 20 Jun 1893
D: 20 Apr 1928

Mary
Conroy
B: 1863
Ireland

IM:
M: 1960

D: 25 Mar 1931

Martin
Kenney

B:  , Ireland
M:
D: 

Mary
Rotigau

B:   , Ireland
M:
D:

Father
Glynn

Unknown
Wife
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Point of Contact Information

Mr. Michael W. Garrambone

4138 Quail Bush Drive

Dayton Ohio 45424

: H: 937-233-3255

: mgarrambone@aol.com
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