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The FamilySearch.org website (http://www.familysearch.org/) has many free resources available to researchers. Using 
filters and other advanced search techniques can help you find those elusive ancestors.  
 
There are six main places on FamilySearch with record collections: 
 

1. RECORDS 
• Search Collections by Name – This is a good way to search if you don’t know what collection your 

person is in and you have basic facts about the person. 
 

• Browse All Collections – This is my favorite way to search and allows you to browse to a location 
or topic, then choose the applicable record collection.  This way to search is good for finding names 
that are misspelled or mis-indexed. 

 
• Research by Location – This is helpful to see what records are available for a specific region in both 

the indexed and un-indexed records. It usually has links to free webinars and is very useful for 
people researching internationally. 
 

2. FULL-TEXT SEARCH: Searches done here come from records in the CATALOG and IMAGES and are 
done using AI and handwriting technology. It allows you to find any name or keyword typed into the search 
box found in the record regardless of whether it is the primary person mentioned. Results from restricted 
records will not appear unless you are at a FamilySearch center or affiliate.  
 

3. IMAGES: This is where the newly digitized collections are organized. Some microfilms are restricted due 
to the content and dates contained within, so they will not be available for viewing. Searches are done by 
location. Once the location is selected, life events and locations within the selected place can narrow down 
search results. Click on the collection and view the images like you would in the catalog.   
 

4. CATALOG: Search by location and then choose the appliable category of record you want to search.  
Microfilms that have been digitized will have a camera icon to the far right.  Camera icons with warning 
symbols have to be viewed at a FamilySearch Center or FamilySearch affiliate. Magnifying glass icons allow 
searches by name within the collection, but it may not cover all the dates or facts on the microfilm. So, if you 
don’t find it using the magnifying glass search feature, check the record manually by clicking on the camera 
icon and searching the pages directly or using the Full-Text Search icon if it is available. In the United States, 
search by county and state, unless your location is in New England, then search by the town.  For locations 
outside the USA, search by the town or parish name unless you are looking for civil registration records kept 
at the county or state level. You can find vitals, deeds, court records, tax records, census, etc. here. 
 

5. BOOKS: This is where you will find books from FamilySearch’s vast collection as well as those from 
contributing libraries. This is a good place to find books about your family, county histories, and other 
published books for various locations.   

 
6. RESEARCH WIKI: Click the blue online records to see what records are available on other websites. Some 

record collections may also be found by clicking on the applicable archives or repository links. This is where 
you will find word lists and other useful tools for languages other than English. Topical searches such as 
specific Civil War companies or immigration can also be used. Make sure to check if the GUIDED 
RESEARCH has tools for the area you are researching.  
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RECORDS 
 
The historical record collection (https://www.familysearch.org/en/search) has both indexed and unindexed 
collections from the massive microfilm and microfiche records of FamilySearch.   
 
If you can’t find your family by 
typing their information into the 
search box, use filters to specify 
the collection or click on 
BROWSE ALL COLLECTIONS.  
 
Click on the specific locality or 
topic you want to search. If you 
choose United States, click on the 
specific state to get the collections 
for that area. Try using various 
search tricks and filters until you 
find them.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Use the filters to narrow down the database selection so you get better search results. This 
example includes records kept at the United States level including census, military, and other 

records such as the tract books from the U.S. Bureau of Land Management. 
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FULL-TEXT SEARCH 
 
FamilySearch’s Full-Text Search (https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/full-text) allows users to search 
for names or words in record collections.  All names are indexed, not just the primary ones, and may include 
parents, neighbors, witnesses, etc. Many of the included records are from deeds and court records. Results 
from restricted records will not appear in Full-Text results unless you are logged in at a FamilySearch center 
or affiliate.  
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Names and dates added to the 
EDIT SEARCH box must appear 
on the page of the record for it to 

appear in the search results.  

Adding FILTERS allow you to find 
the record for a specific date or 

location even if the word / date isn’t 
on the page of the record.  



 
 

 

IMAGES 
 
IMAGES (https://www.familysearch.org/en/records/images/) has the more recently digitized records from 
FamilySearch. Check back often for updates.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Use life events and the location filters to further narrow down the databases. 
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CATALOG 
 
The CATALOG (https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/) is a compilation of all the books, 
microfilms, microfiche, etc. that are available at the FamilySearch Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. These 
records are copies of original records (vitals, census, church, tax, court, etc.) from around the world.   
 
To find records for a specific locality, type in 
the county (for the US) or town/church (for 
international countries).  Click the drop-down 
arrow from the available categories.   
 
Choose a link from the available records and 
see if there is a camera icon next to the 
microfilm. If there is a camera icon, then the 
records can be viewed online.  If there is a 
camera icon with a warning symbol above it, 
then the records can only be viewed on a local 
FamilySearch center or FamilySearch affiliate.  
 
 
   
 
  

Choose the magnifying glass to search the collection by name. 
 

Clickin the camera icon takes you to the original images for that collection which can be searched page by page. 
 

The icon of the paper with a plus symbol in the corner is the Full-Text Search icon.   
Clicking on this icon will take you to the Full-Text Search page and fill in the DGS number into  

the search box.  Add in your ancestor’s surname to find them more quickly in that specific collection.  
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The Film/Fiche/Image Group 
Number (DGS) is also useful if 
you know the microfilm number 
or DGS number and you want to 

view the original record. 



 
 

 

RESEARCH WIKI 
 
FamilySearch’s Research WIKI (https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page) is a free website 
resource database similar to Wikipedia, but its focus is on genealogy research and sources.  It can be 
searched by keyword for specific articles or by browsing topics or locations. Many articles and how-to 
instructions about family history can be found or posted on this site.   
 
External website links to 
databases and other records can 
often be found using the Research 
Wiki for a specific locality.  It is 
extremely useful if you want to 
know when records started for a 
specific location, where the 
originals are stored, and if any 
part of the collection is online.   
 
Understanding how to find 
records using the resources in the 
Research Wiki will save you 
many hours in your search.   
 
For some locations GUIDED 
RESEARCH is available to help 
you get started. 
 
 
 
  

You can search localities such as a state, county within a state, or country.  For locations in the United States, 
it is very helpful to understand when each locality started keeping records and if there is record loss. 

Genealogy word lists and handwriting tools can be found on the applicable country page. 
 
 

 

© Dana Palmer, 2025 

 



 
 

 

SOME SEARCHING TRICKS ON FAMILYSEARCH 
 
Filters: allow you to use an exact or a very broad search parameter for your person in the historical record 
search. Be careful with exact filters on names; sometimes it will eliminate your person.  Exact filters on 
date ranges and localities work best.  
 
Wildcards: helpful to find people with abbreviated, misspelled, mis-indexed, or nicknames. 

§ Use the question mark (?) symbol to replace a single letter within the word.  It can be used multiple 
times in a word.  

o So, Eli?abeth would result in searches for Elizabeth and Elisabeth. 
o This is especially useful if the second letter is indexed or recorded different than expected 

(Jrseph versus Joseph). 
§ Use the asterisk (*) symbol to look for multiple letters.   

o On FamilySearch you only need one letter before the * wildcard feature.  
o If you used ROS* as a given name, you would get Rosa, Rose, Ross, Rossina, Rosina, etc. 

and all variations on the given name starting with Ros. 
o If you used JOH*SON, you would get Johanson, Johansson, Johnson, Johannsson, etc. 

§ Combinations – you can also use the asterisk and question mark wildcards in combination such 
as: T?r* or  S?l?n* or Joh*s?n.  This is really helpful if you have letters that are often interchanged 
with others or an ending that is not consistent.  

 
Unindexed Records: many records have not been indexed by FamilySearch or are partially indexed. In 
RECORDS these are usually listed as BROWSE IMAGES instead of the number of records listed. Search 
by location and then the collection type to find the record collection you want. Then search the digitized 
microfilm until you find your entry. Many of these records, especially deeds and probate records, may have 
an index at the beginning or end of the digitized collection. Check for these as they may save you time 
finding your entry. Remember to also attach the record to the applicable person in the Family Tree. Some 
of these collections may be included in Full-Text Search. 
 
  

Collections in the Records without the camera icon may have digital images elsewhere on 
the FamilySearch website (usually Catalog or Images). 
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Microfilm / Batch searches: 
allow you to find all the names 
in a specific batch or microfilm.  
This saves a lot of time because 
all the surnames on that 
microfilm or batch can be 
quickly found using this type of 
search. You can then go to the 
catalog and click on 
microfilm/microfiche/image 
group number, type in the 
number, and find the original 
record, even if the image is not 
in RECORDS.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
FAMILY TREE 
 
FamilySearch’s Family Tree (https://www.familysearch.org/en/family-tree/) can be a powerful tool if used 
properly.  Be sure to merge duplicates and add all family members. The more information you add to the 
person’s DETAILS page, the more likely record hints will pop up in RESEARCH HELP for that person.  
Review these hints and add the applicable ones to that person.  Mark “Not a Match” if the record is not for 
that person. Often new records will be found as more records and data is listed.   
 
If a record does not appear in the RESEARCH HELP, you will have to find it manually by searching 
RECORDS, CATALOG, IMAGES, or FULL-TEXT SEARCH. Once you find the record, be sure to attach 
it to the person in the tree so it is easy to find it again. 
  
© Dana Palmer, 2026 

Go to the CATALOG and locate the 
applicable microfilm or digital folder number 
and click the camera icon to view the image. 

For records without the 
digital image attached in 

Records, find the microfilm 
or digital folder number. 


