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What is Find a Grave?

The best genealogical website on the internet to 
look for burial and other deceased information
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What Find a Grave Provides

• Details about cemeteries and individual memorials for many 
people buried in those cemeteries 

• Information including birth, death and burial information and 
may include pictures, biographies, and family information

• Contributions by members on what they know, valid 
information edits, and additional cemetery remembrances

• Tools that let people work together, share information, and 
build an online virtual cemetery experience

• Thousands of new listings, cemetery updates, information 
corrections, photographs and the benefits of virtual visits

Find a Grave's mission is to help people from all over the world work
together to find, record, and present final disposition information
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Sometimes it is Difficult to Recall Cemeteries

• Never went there as a child

• There were several in my town

• I believe the name was changed

• It was a black only cemetery

• He might have been cremated

• He was of ______ religion in that town

• There was a big fight and she was moved

• She was buried with her fourth husband

• I think he was buried on the family farm

• I don’t know if he had a marker

• He was in the military check the VA

• I believe the state took care of him
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Types of Cemeteries 1

Cemeteries may change sizes and names
They may not have markers

• Monumental:  A traditional style of a cemetery that features 
upright headstones or other upright monumental memorials. 

• Memorial:  A cemetery that features lawn-level memorials in 
order to make the cemetery look and feel like a garden or a park. 

• Garden:  This Cemetery combines upright monuments 
attempting to incorporate a natural or garden like look and feel. 
(botanic garden or arboretum). 

• Religion:  Cemeteries owned and operated by a religious 
group in order to serve a specific religious community.

• Municipal:  Cemeteries are owned by the local city or 
county. The upkeep and maintenance may fall under the 
supervision of the public works department
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Types of Cemeteries 2

Cemeteries may be active, dormant, filled

• Natural Burial Grounds:  Emphasizes minimal environmental 
impact funeral and burial practices. The specific rites and rituals 
allowed will vary based on the climate and topography of the area.

• Green Burial Grounds: A specifically certified and monitored 
type of natural burial grounds. May have multiple levels of green 
burial based on the specific practices of the given cemetery.

• VA:  Owned, operated, and controlled by the Veterans Affair 
Administration on both the state and national levels. Burials are 
limited to those individuals who qualify for veteran burial benefits.

• Graveyard:  A small burial ground historically attached to or 
associated with church property.  A graveyard is a specific type of 
cemetery.

• Family Burial Ground:  Privately held parcels of land 
specifically designated for the burial of members of the same family. 
Commonly used in rural America throughout the 19th and 20th 
centuries. Located on family farms, dedicated to a single family, 
largely unregulated.
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Cemeteries

Number of
Cemeteries

US, 144,000
Ohio, 4,100

Montgomery Co, 40
Greene Co, 30
Clark Co,  31

Find a Grave 10

“I’ve been to this Cemetery Before.” Says he.
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Cemetery Maps

Cemetery
Family Plot Record

Grave Map

Area Map
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FamousCemeteries
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Try Wilbur Wright
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Example Regione (Basilicata)

Genealogical
Information

Photos &
Memorial 
(Narrative)
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Other Family Members

Other
Family

Members

Other
Family

Records
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Father

Stigliano, Matera, Basilicata, Italia
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Famous Father Wright
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Father Wright

Wilbur’s
Grandparents
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Mother Wright
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Mother Wright

Wilbur’s
Grandparents
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The Quick and Dirty Tree

Dan
Wright Jr.

Catharine
Reeder

John
Gottlieb
Koerner

Catherine
Frey

Rev Milton
Wright

Susan
Catharine
Koerner

Reuchlin
Wright

Loren
Wright

Orville
Wright

Wilbur
Wright

Otis
Wright

Ida
Wright

Katharine
“Kate”
Wright
Haskell
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Sometimes You Get
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ContributeFamousCemeteries
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1. Adding a Memorial

First
Identify 

Cemetery

Then
Provide

Information
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People Request Headstone Photos

They Know
Where You

Live
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An Example Search

Grandfather:  Salvatore Maria Garrambone

• Salvatore Maria Garrambone
• Birth 14 June 1886
• Stigliano, Matera, Basilicata, Italia
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I Have Data
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2. Writing a Memorial

Salvatore Maria Garrambone
Child of Pietro (dates) and Anna Maria Amato (dates) 

Born 14 June 1886 in the town of Stigliano, Province of Matera, 
Region of Basilicata, in South Central Italy 

At 16 years old, he departed from the port of Napoli, Italy to New 
York City on the SS  Bolivia arriving on 15 October 1901 

He married Antoinette Amato of 500 Grant Street, Hoboken, 
Hudson County, New Jersey on

12 May 1912 at St. Ann’s Church, Hoboken, NJ
He was a barber, insurance agent, realter, city official and officer in 
the Yonkers Sons of Italy Lodge.  He lived at 179 Linden Street in 
the Park Hill Italian district of Yonkers (7th Ward), Westchester 

County, New York.  He ran for Alterman and Supervisor.
Children: Peter (Circa 1915), Wilson (1 Nov 1916), 

Vincent (1919), and Marie (1921)
In Florida for his health, he died at Jackson Memorial Hospital, 

Miami, Miami-Dade County, Florida on 11 May 1944
Buried at St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Yonkers, NY
Photograph circa 1912, location Yonkers, NY?

Brother to Vincenzo (date), Pancrazio Garambone (6 Feb 1883)  
and Lucia (Garrambone) Amie (18xx)
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3. Upload Photos

Find a Grave 30

4. Suggested Edits
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5. Transcribe Photos

Transcribe: The process of transcribing the information found from the grave photo into 
the correct fields in order to create a memorial and attach the grave photo at the same time.
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6. Upload Spreadsheet
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Special Things to Know about Find a Grave

• Not everyone in a cemetery has been recorded

• Many cemeteries have only paper records

• Many graves do not have tombstones

• Graves have been relocated or removed over time

• Thousands of researchers contribute to Find a Grave

• There are new listings and cemetery updates daily

• Researchers and family members make information corrections

• Information on tombstones can be in error

Data in stone can be in error

Rare to find any documentation
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Summary

• Find a Grave is an outstanding source of genealogy information

• It is easy to use and can provide needed information

• It requires the typical index data of name, dates, locations

• It has aids for searching nearly everything

• Mistakes, errors, and omissions can easily be corrected

• Thousands of researchers contribute to Find a Grave

• There are other cemetery research programs on the net

Researchers must corroborate information with other sources
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Point of Contact Information

Mr. Michael W. Garrambone

4138 Quail Bush Drive

Dayton, Ohio 45424

: home 937-233-3255

: mgarrambone@aol.com
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Abstract

Findagrave is a genealogical website and the best place on the 
internet to look for burial and other deceased information.  This free 
website is huge and growing, contains unique data, and may provide 
outstanding images and important family information.  This 
presentation will show you what Findagrave has to offer, what 
information is available, and how to get it. The interesting examples 
will strengthen your background in genealogy and allow you to tell 
stories about your own family.  You will learn the website’s demands 
and useful techniques and tricks to always get good research results.

31 32

33 34

35 36


