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Agenda

• Introduction

• Website Structure

• Finding Records

• Method 1: By Index

• Method 2: By Archive

• Search Example

• Vocabulary

Tower
of Pisa

Sicilia
Trinacria
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What is Antenati?

• Portale Antenati is a multi-lingual free Italian archive database

https://antenati.cultura.gov.it/?lang=en

• Created 17 Dec 2011 for the Italian government by 2 agencies

• General Directorate for Archives

• Head of Services III – Studies and Research

• Dedicated to genealogical research and family history

• Contains civil status records and named indexes (WIP)

• Records are preserved in the 92 Italian state archives 
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The Good & The Not So Good

• They have the records

• They have a structure

• They have an index system

• Images are very good

• Records stored by locality

Antenati Has Two Initial Research Methods

2.  Information is accessed 
through the

Italian archives

1. Information accessed by
digitized records or
digitized names

• They don’t have all the records

• Few digitized records

• Their vocabulary is unusual

• Records have voids, some are elsewhere

• Maps are useful for locality searches
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Opening Search Page

Method 1 

*  

Method 2 

Note: Record
must already
be digitized

Searching
Italian

archives 
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Method 1.  Search for Digital Civil Records or Names

• Will eventually go to heaven

By Record

By Name

1. 1

1. 2
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Requirements of the Method 1

Searching the records
• Must know the location  (commune, provincia, regione)
• Must know the range in years of birth
• Must know the typology (the type record)
• The record must have already been digitized

Searching by name
• Must know first and last name 
• Must know place of birth or place of death
• Must know the range in years of the birth
• Must know the range in years of the death
• The record must have already been digitized

No results found
Your search for registers produced no results! The register you are looking for may not  yet be digitized.
Check if it is available by consulting the State Archives description sheet in the Explore the Archives section.
Do you want to carry out a new search?
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Three things you need to use the first method

Venti Regioni
1. Abruzzi
2. Puglia
3. Basilicata
4. Calabria 
5. Campania
6. Emilia Romagna
7. Friuli Venezia Giulia
8. Lazio
9. Liguria
10. Lombardia
11. Marche
12. Molise
13. Piemont
14. Sardegna
15. Sicilia
16. Trentino
17. Toscana
18. Umbria
19. Valle d’Aosta
20. Veneto

3. Location
1. Name
Real Name
Maiden Name
Nome
Cognome

2. Date
Day, Month, Year
Registration day
Arrival date
Estimated date
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Example Regione (Basilicata)

Regione: Basilicata
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Note: There are Two Provinces within Basilicata

Regione: Basilicata
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Example: Comune di Stigliano in Matera

Stigliano, Matera, Basilicata, Italia

78 km or 45.5 miles  (1:15)

Matera, Matera, Basilicata, Italia
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Images of Stigliano, Matera, Basilicata 
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Method 2:  Explore through the Archives

This option was located on the bottom of the welcome page

Explore the Archives = I want to search using the archives

Double click on the red dot/white arrow                    button

This takes you to the “Browse the Archives” page

(Esplora)
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Map for: Accessing/Browsing the Archives 

Using the +/- button 
changes the view level
of the map.  Hold down
mouse button and 
slide allows panning
in different directions

Antenati sends you
to a map to see the 
various archives 
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Closer View of the Basilicata Archives

Three Archives in this view:
• Potenza, Potenza, Basilicata
• Bari, Bari, Puglia
• Matera, Matera, Basilicata
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Searching the Archives of Matera

First Idea:  What cities does this archive serve?
Second Idea:  What do those menu options mean to searching?

By hitting the green dot 
of the “State Archives 
of Matera” a drop-
down menu appears.

(Menu)
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Cities Served by the Matera Archive

• 468 Accettura

• 276 Alianello (oggi Aliano)

• 449 Aliano

• 498 Bernalda

• 374 Bollita (oggi Nova Siri)

• 472 Calciano

• 438 Cirigliano

• 473 Colobraro

• 446 Craco

• 316 Favale (oggi Valsinni)

• 58 Favale San Cataldo (oggi Valsinni)

• 505 Ferrandina

• 465 Garaguso

• 474 Gorgoglione

• 535 Grassano

• 475 Grottole

• 20 Irsina

• 556 Matera

• 488 Miglionico

• 312 Mont'Albano (oggi Montalbano Jonico)

• 211 Mont'Albano Jonico (oggi Montalbano Jonico)

• 472 Montepeloso (oggi Irsina)

• 581 Montescaglioso

• 134 Nova Siri

• 335 Oliveto (oggi Oliveto Lucano)

• 176 Oliveto Lucano

• 565 Pisticci

• 497 Pomarico

• 518 Rotondella

• 496 Salandra

• 333 San Giorgio (oggi San Giorgio a Lucano)

• 186 San Giorgio Lucano

• 329 San Mauro (oggi San Mauro Forte)

• 171 San Mauro Forte

• 520 Stigliano

• 525 Tricarico

• 540 Tursi

• 126 Valsinni
38 Intro to Antenati 18

The Meaning of the First Menu Option

(Menu)
Describes general 

contents of the archive

Contains

1.
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The Meaning of the Second Menu Option

(Menu)
Describes the time eras 
(fonds) of the materials 
contained in the archive

2.

Italian civil registers are divided into three historical eras (fonds).
Different areas of Italy, had different civil status registration periods.

• Napoleonic civil status (1806-1815)
Stato civile napoleonico

• Civil status of the Restoration (1815-1865)
Stato civile della restaurazione

• Italian civil status (from 1865 to today)
Stato civile italiano.

By checking the time era 
(fond), a listing will show 
the cities withing the 
archive that are covered 
in this time era
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“Napoleonic Era” Cities in Matera

Napoleonic civil status (1806-1815)
Stato civile napoleonico
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An Example Search

Grandfather:  Salvatore Maria Garrambone
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Hunting Data in Matera
• Salvatore Maria Garrambone
• Birth 14 June 1886
• Stigliano, Matera, Basilicata, Italia
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Searching Registries in Matera

Initial Results:
• Births, Marriages, Deaths
• Era of Napolean (year 1809)
• City of Accettura (not Stigliano)

Truth:
The left side of page contains index choices
• Archive
• Fonds (eras)
• Serie
• Location
• Typology (type record)
• Year
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First Three

The Archive is Matera (correct).

Fonds (Era)
Select stato civile Italiano (5166).
(1865 to Present)

Serie is the cities listing of a timeframe
Don’t see Stigliano here
Hit the expand – then it shows up in list.
Select Stigliano
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Last 3: Location, Typology, Year

Location is Stigliano

Year
Have to expand the list to get 1886

Typology (type record)
Select Nati (Births)

(Expanded view)
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Book Cover

Year 1886
Stigliano
Basilicata
Births
Part 1
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Search for the Book Index (front, back, none)
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Controls at the Top of the Antenati Page

Document Image Controls

Page Viewing Controls

Expand the ScreenVisualize the Thumbnails

Bottom

GallerySingle
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Thumbnail Gallery
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Index Thoughts

• No index (scan every page)

• Index in front of book
• Index in back of book

• Index first name first
• Index last name first

• Index in Part 1 front of book
• Index between Part 1 and Part 2
• Index at the end of Part 2

Watch for a second standalone book

Index Appearance

Record Appearance

Index opportunities:

25 26
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The Birth Certificate
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The Birth Certificate (Top of Page 2)
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Document InformationNumero 95
Garambone, Salvatore

L’anno milliottocentottanta sei, addi quindici di Genario, a ore anti meridiane nove e minuti 
trenta, nella casa comunale.

Avanti di me Michele Calbi, Segretano delegato dal sindaco con atto del quattro Aprile 
milliottocentottanta, debitamente approvato, ed Uffiziale dello Stato Civile del Comune di Stigliano

È comparso Garambone Pietro, di anni trenta, bardano domiciliato in Stigliano il quale me ha 
dichiarato che alle ore pa meridiane uno e minuti quindici, del di quattordici del corrente mese, 
nella casa posta in via Solfinno al numero sei, da Amato Anna Maria sua moglie, donna di casa, 
suolui convivente

È nato un bambino di sesso maschile che egli me presenta, e a cui da il nome di Salvatore

A quanto sopra e a quest’atto sono stati presenti quali testimoni Micucci Pietro, di anni ventinova, 
proprietano, e Dichiara Vito, di anni trentatre, bracciante, entrambi residenti in questo comune
Letto il presente atto al tutti gli inerueouti si sono mes altasinitti mene il desfimone dichara e i 
analfabeta,  come as sempre

Pietro Garrambone dichiarante
Micuui Pietro Testimonio Il Segretano delegato

M Calbi
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Some Antenati Vocabulary

• Anno    Year

• Antenati Ancestors

• Cerca  Search

• Explora gli archivi   Search the archives

• Fondo  Bottom of the window

• Fonds  Eras of the records

• Galleria Gallery pages view

• Gli archivi per ricerca anagrafica The archives to search

• Guida alla ricerca  Search guide

• Lista risultati  Resulting list

• Localita’  Location

• Opzioni finestra   Maximize the window

• Portale   Portal

• Singolo  Single page view

• Segnatura attuale Archive’s list name

• Strumenti Tools

• Tipologia  Record Type

• Visualizzioni finesra Visual window
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Summary

• The Portale Antenati has many fine records

• Information is stored at various Italian archives

• Software is somewhat difficult to use at first

• Totally learnable with a little guidance & practice

• Provides high quality graphic images

• Does not offer copying, storing, or printing

• Best used with maps and other genealogical data

• Tracks with FamilySearch and Ancestry information

PORTALE
ANTENATI

GLI ARCHIVI PER LA
RICERCA

ANAGRAFICA
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Point of Contact Information

Mr. Michael W. Garrambone

4138 Quail Bush Drive

Dayton, Ohio 45424

: home 937-233-3255

: mgarrambone@aol.com
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Abstract

Introduction to Portale Antenati

Portale Antenati is a free online Italian government data repository of civil vital 
records, church (ecclesiastical) documents, and other nationally retained files that 
are available at the Italian province-level archives.  This presentation describes 
what the online website looks likes, the documents stored and indexed there, and 
the methods you can use to find your documents. You will enjoy learning through 
clearly explained examples how find exactly what you are searching for
and what is currently available.  Tricks and insights are free.
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Reading Trick (Check nearby records)
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Napoleon and Post-Napoleon Italy

• Napoleon defeats Austrian rulers (Hapsburgs, 1796)

• Country divided into regions, provinces, communes

•  Requires civil
registrations nation-wide
(1804-1815)

• 1815 Napoleon defeated,

and a return to the former sovereigns

• Registration ceased in North, 

continued in the South

• Kingdom of the Two Sicilies (1809)

• Reunification begins 1866-1871
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Words You Have to Understand

• Archivi di stato State archives
• Atti diversi Miscellaneous records
• Allegati Attachments, Supplements
• Cimitero Cemetery
• Cognato Brother-in-law
• Come sopra As above
• E comparso Appeared 
• E stato presentato Was presented 
• Stato di Famiglia State of family
• Lo sesso giorno The same day
• Nipote Nephew, niece, grandchild 
• Nominato Named 
• Notificazioni Marriage banns, notices
• Processetti Matrimoniali Marriage Process Documents
• Pubblicazioni Publications (marriage banns)
• Riveli Tax lists 
• Sottoscritto The undersigned 
• Stato della anime       Censuses 
• Vendovato Widowed

Hai capito
questi?
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State Archives of Agrigento

Home  > Browse the Archives  > State Archives of Agrigento

This archive has registrations, military service,
and military school records
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First Marriage Banns 
Announcement (1880)

Their Names
The Location and Date

The Official

Pietro Garambone
His profession
Born in Stigliano
Lives in Stigliano
25 years old
Father is Vincenzo
Father’s profession
Born in Stigliano
Anna Rosa Erciano
Cotton Spinner
Residence in Stigliano

Anna Maria Amato
Cotton Spinner
Born in Stigliano
Lives in Stigliano
22 years old
Father Fu Pancrazio
Father’s profession
Born in Stigliano
Lucia Miranda
Cotton Spinner
Residence in Stigliano

Groom Bride

37 38
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Parrish Records

www.chiesacattolica.it
www.parrocchie.it

To find use these sites 

• S. ANTONIO DI PADOVA, Via Zanardelli, 25 , STIGLIANO 75018 (1824)
• MARIA AUSILIATRICE, - Gannano del Monte , 75020 STIGLIANO (260)
• S. MARIA ASSUNTA, Largo Chiesa , STIGLIANO 75018  (1970)
• S. TERESA DI GESU' BAMBINO, Via dei Castagni, 1 , STIGLIANO 75018 (1551)  

Stigliano, Matera (MT), Parrocchia (Diocesi di Tricarico)

Campofiorito, Palermo (PA), Parrocchia (Diocesi di Monreale)

• S. GIUSEPPE E S. STEFANO, Via S. Giuseppe , CAMPOFIORITO 90030 (1500)

• Battesimi 1768-1910 - FHL INTL Film [ 2154770 Items 1 - 3 ]
• Cresime 1772-1910 -- Pubblicazioni di matrimonio 1769-1910 –

Matrimoni 1770-1910 -- Morti 1768-1799. - FHL INTL Film [ 2154771 Items 1 - 4 ]
• Morti 1800-1820, 1824-1910 - FHL INTL Film [ 2154772 Items 1 - 2 ]

Family History Library Catalog, Church Records for Campofiorito
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Lucia Alfano Baptism Record

So, what 
language
is this ?

26 December 1884
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Latin Translation

• Church records may contain French, Italian, Spanish, etc

• Most will be in Latin -– the language of the Roman Catholic
(RC) Church

• There are available:
• Latin Word Lists
• Common Genealogical Words
• Latin – Italian Names
• Professions List
• Latin and Church Abbreviations
• Latin Dictionaries
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FHC – LDS - LDS Research Aids 
http://www.familysearch.org/eng/search/RG/frameset_rhelps.asp?Page=./

research/Titlei/Titlei.asp&ActiveTab=Title

Italian Genealogical Word List [Description] [PDF]    34071
Italian Letter-Writing Guide   [Description] [PDF]    36338 
Italy Church Record Baptism 1809-1865   [Description] [PDF] 
Italy Church Record Baptism 1866-Present   [Description] [PDF] 
Italy Church Record Christenings   [Description] [PDF]
Italy Civil Registration Birth 1809-1865           [Description] [PDF]
Italy Civil Registration Birth 1866-Present    [Description] [PDF]
Italy Historical Background [Description] [PDF]
Italy Map [Description] 
Italy Research Outline   [Description] [PDF]      36113
Italy, Church Record Marriage 1520-1808   [Description] [PDF]
Italy, Church Record Marriage 1809-1865   [Description] [PDF]
Italy, Church Record Marriage 1866-Present   [Description] [PDF]
Italy, Civil Registration Marriage 1809-1865 [Description] [PDF]
Italy, Civil Registration Marriage 1866-Present   [Description] [PDF]
Italy, Finding Your Ancestors  [Description] [Color PDF] [PDF] 36580

(As 1 Jan 2010)
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Partial Current Tree
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?
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Go Back and Fix the Timeline

Pietro Garambone

Anna Maria Garambone

Pancrazio Garambone

Salvatore Garrambone

Lucia Garrambone

Antoinette Garrambone

Peter Garrambone

Wilson Garrambone

Vincent Garrambone

Marie Garrambone
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